

Virginia State police investigators surround the home of Virginia State Sen. Creigh Deeds in Millboro, Va., Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2013. 
The son of Deeds stabbed his father in the head and chest before apparently killing himself with a gun, according to initial reports 
from police. 

(AP Photo/Steve Helber) 

Authorities: Virginia political figure stabbed by son 



ROYAL WELCOME! 

ORANJESTAD - King Willem- 
Alexander and Queen Maxi¬ 
ma of the Netherlands arrived 
on Aruba last night, and have 
a full schedule for their Royal 
Visit to the island. For informa¬ 
tion about tonight’s open-air 
“Royal Night” concert at the 
Gold Ruins of Bushiribana, see 
page 13! 



Renaissance Aruba 
Resort welcomes 
the King & Queen! 


ORANJESTAD - The Renais¬ 
sance Aruba Resort & Casino 
extended a heartfelt wel¬ 
come to the Royal Couple, 
King Willem-Alexander and 
Queen Maxima. Commemo¬ 
rating the royal visit. Renais¬ 
sance Aruba decorated their 
property in true Royal Regalia! 
Page 16 


TRIP GABRIEL 
© 2013 New York Times 

R. Creigh Deeds, a leading 
Virginia political figure who 
ran unsuccessfully for gov¬ 
ernor in 2009, was stabbed 
repeatedly Tuesday at his 
home during an alterca¬ 
tion with his son, who then 
died of a gunshot wound, 
the authorities said. 
Investigators believe 

that Deeds’ son, Gus, 24, 
stabbed his father be¬ 
fore taking his own life. A 
spokeswoman for the Vir¬ 
ginia State Police, Corinne 
Geller, described the epi¬ 
sode as “an attempted 
murder-suicide." 

Deeds, 55, was in fair con¬ 
dition by late afternoon, af¬ 
ter being flown by helicop¬ 
ter from rural Bath County, 


where he lives, to the Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia Medical 
Center in Charlottesville. 
He was treated for multiple 
stab wounds to his head 
and upper torso. 

Geller offered no details 
about the argument be¬ 
tween father and son. Cit¬ 
ing state law prohibiting 
disclosure of mental health 
information, she would not 
confirm or deny reports that 
Gus Deeds had undergone 
a psychiatric evaluation 
Monday under an emer¬ 
gency order but had been 
released when there were 
no clinic beds available in 
the region. 

Dennis A. Cropper, execu¬ 
tive director of Rockbridge 
Area Community Services, 
told The Richmond Times- 


Dispatch that Gus Deeds 
had been evaluated at 
Bath Community Hospital 
and released. 

Cropper issued a statement 
late Tuesday declining to 
elaborate, citing the fam¬ 
ily’s wish for privacy. In gen¬ 
eral, he said, no one can 
be held against their will 
beyond six hours under an 
emergency custody order. 
Gus Deeds, whose given 
name was Austin, was alive 
when the police arrived at 
the house he shared with 
his father and stepmother, 
Geller said. 

He died soon after from his 
wounds. 

Despite his injuries, Creigh 
Deeds was able to walk 
down the driveway from his 
home in the community of 


Millboro to a state highway, 
the authorities said. A cous¬ 
in who was driving by took 
him to his house. 

The authorities responded 
to a 911 call at 7:25 a.m. 
The stabbing sent shock 
waves through Virginia po¬ 
litical circles. The governor- 
elect, Terry McAuliffe, said 
in a statement, “Dorothy 
and I are praying for Sena¬ 
tor Creigh Deeds and his 
family in the wake of this 
awful tragedy.” 

Sen. Mark Warner posted 
a Twitter message saying: 
“Stunning news from Bath 
County. I am praying for 
Creigh Deeds and his fam¬ 
ily at this very, very difficult 
time.” 

Continued on Page 3 
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Economic organization now says it 
predicts even lower global growth 

JACK EWING 
© 2013 New York Times 

FRANKFURT, Germany - Nervousness about U.S. mon¬ 
etary policy and fears of a budget and borrowing 
breakdown in Washington are having a bigger drag 
on the global economy than expected, the Organi¬ 
zation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
warned Tuesday as it took a more pessimistic view of 
global growth than six months ago. 

The organization, whose members include the United 
States and most of the eurozone, said U.S. policy is hav¬ 
ing far-reaching negative effects on developing coun¬ 
tries like Indonesia and Brazil. Economic problems in 
those countries will ricochet back to the United States 
and Europe, the OECD said, in the form of weaker de¬ 
mand for products from the developed world. 

“We used to think of emerging countries as an engine 
of growth,” Pier Carlo Padoan, the OECD chief econo¬ 
mist, said at a news conference in Paris. “This view has 
to be adjusted.” 

In its twice-yearly assessment, the organization por¬ 
trayed a world slowly recovering but still highly vulner¬ 
able to shocks. Global growth will be 2.7 percent this 
year and 3.6 percent next year, the OECD estimated, 
almost half a percentage point less than previously 
predicted. 

Padoan said economists were caught off guard by 
the near-panic in financial markets that ensued after 
the Federal Reserve suggested that it might begin ta¬ 
pering off its stimulus to the U.S. economy. As market 
interest rates rose, investors fled emerging markets, 
amplifying other problems in countries like Brazil, Tur¬ 
key or South Africa. 

“The recovery is real, but at a slow speed, and there 
may be turbulence on the horizon," Angel Gurria, the 
secretary-general of the OECD, said in a statement. 
“The exit from nonconventional monetary policy will 
be challenging,” Gurria said, “but so will action to pre¬ 
vent another flare-up in the euro area and to ensure 
that Japan’s growth prospects and fiscal targets are 
achieved.” 

The OECD, based in Paris, said the eurozone would 
grow 1 percent next year after output declined an es¬ 
timated 0.6 percent this year. The forecast was lower 
than the 1.1 percent the OECD estimated in May. Eu¬ 
rozone growth will not be strong enough to make a 
big dent in unemployment, which is more than 12 per¬ 
cent, the OECD said Tuesday. 

Even the OECD's downbeat estimates were consid¬ 
ered too optimistic by some economists. Marie Diron, 
an economist who advises the consulting firm Ernst & 
Young, disputed the OECD's prediction that unem¬ 
ployment in the eurozone will fall to less than 12 per¬ 
cent in 2015. 

“We think that this threshold will only be crossed in 
2016,” Diron said in an email. “A faster fall in unemploy¬ 
ment would require a marked increase in productivity 
growth, which we have no evidence of so far.” 

Still, there was some good news from Europe on Tues¬ 
day after the European Automobile Manufacturers’ 
Association said auto sales rose for a second monfh 
in a row in the European Union. New registrations of 
passenger cars rose 4.7 percent in October compared 
with October 2012. The OECD warned that growth in 
emerging markets is slowing, which could also be a 
drag on Japan and the euro area because of fheir 
exports to the developing world. The OECD forecast 
growth of 1.5 percent for Japan in 2014 after an ex¬ 
pansion of 1.8 percent this year, a more optimistic out¬ 
look than in May. Gurria said many of the classic ele¬ 
ments of a global economic recovery are still weak or 
missing, including credit growth, higher business invest¬ 
ment and world trade. □ 


$13B JPMorgan settlement announced 


BEN PROTESS 

JESSICA SILVER-GREEN- 
BERG 

© 2013 New York Times 

JPMorgan Chase and the 
Justice Department final¬ 
ized a $13 billion settlement 
Tuesday, punctuating a 
long legal battle over the 
risky mortgage practices 
that became synonymous 
with the financial crisis. 

The civil settlement, which 
materialized after months 
of wrangling, resolves an 
array of state and federal 
investigations into JPMor- 
gan’s sale of troubled mort¬ 
gage securities to pension 
funds and ofher investors 
from 2005 through 2008. 
The government accused 
the bank of not fully dis¬ 


single company has ever 
paid to the government. 
The magnitude of the pay¬ 
out reflects a broader strat¬ 
egy shift within the Justice 
Department to hit Wall 
Street where it hurts most: 
the bottom line. Once con¬ 
tent to extract multi-million 
dollar fines that critics dis¬ 
missed as little more than a 
slap on the wrist, prosecu¬ 
tors have signaled to the 
nation’s biggest banks that 
the billion-dollar mark is a 
floor rather than a ceiling. 
In the JPMorgan case, 
the Justice Department 
secured a range of other 
concessions. For one, JPM¬ 
organ had to acknowl¬ 
edge a statement of facts 
that outline the bank’s 


that is no excuse for the 
firm’s behavior.” 
Underscoring fhe impor¬ 
tance of the case, top Jus¬ 
tice Department officials 
led the settlement talks. 
Flolder negotiated directly 
with Jamie Dimon, JPMor- 
gan’s chief executive. 

For JPMorgan and Dimon, 
once a favorite in Wash¬ 
ington, the deal reflects 
just how far the pendulum 
has swung. While the set¬ 
tlement will remove one of 
JPMorgan’s biggest legal 
headaches, the bank con¬ 
tinues to face a criminal 
investigation into its role as 
Bernard L. Madoff's bank 
and its decision to hire 
the sons and daughters of 
some of China's ruling elite. 



Jamie Dimon, chief executive of JPMorgan Chase, testifies at a Congressional hearing on 
Capitol Hill in Washington in June, 2012. JPMorgan Chase and the Justice Department finalized 
a $13 billion settlement on Tuesday, punctuating a long legal battle over the risky mortgage 
practices that became synonymous with the financial crisis. Stephen Cutler, general counsel of 
JPMorgan Chase, is second from right. (Daniel Rosenbaum/The New York Times) 


closing the risks of buying 
such securities, which im¬ 
ploded in 2008 and helped 
plunge the economy to 
its lowest depths since the 
Depression. 

JPMorgan’s settlement 
strikes at the core of fhe 
accusations, requiring the 
bank to pay fines to pros¬ 
ecutors and provide relief 
to struggling homeowners 
as well as compensation 
for harmed investors. JPM¬ 
organ initially planned to 
pay about $3 billion, a po¬ 
sition it abandoned mid¬ 
way through negotiations. 
The final $13 billion deal 
eclipses ofher major Wall 
Sfreef settlemenfs. In facf, 
it is the largest sum that a 


wrongdoing in the case. 
JPMorgan also backed 
down from demands that 
prosecutors drop a relat¬ 
ed criminal investigation 
into the bank and largely 
forfeited the right to try to 
later recoup some of fhe 
$13 billion from fhe Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. 
“Without a doubt, the 
conduct uncovered in this 
investigation helped sow 
the seeds of the mortgage 
meltdown,” Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Eric Holder said in a 
statement. “JPMorgan was 
not the only financial in¬ 
stitution during this period 
to knowingly bundle toxic 
loans and sell them to un¬ 
suspecting investors, but 


The $13 billion deal also 
comes just days after the 
bank struck a separate $4.5 
billion deal with a group of 
investors over fhe sale of 
soured morfgage-backed 
securities. The bank recent¬ 
ly reported its first quarterly 
loss under Dimon, citing 
the mounting legal woes. 
“We are pleased to have 
concluded this extensive 
agreement,” Dimon said 
in a statement Tuesday. 
The bank noted in the 
statement that it was “ful¬ 
ly reserved for fhis settle¬ 
ment," which “terminates 
all pending civil enforce¬ 
ment investigations" into 
its residential mortgage 
securities. □ 
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Officials were warned about health website woes 


SHARON LaFRANIERE 
ERIC UPTON 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Senior 


early this year that the ef¬ 
fort to build the Health- 
Care.gov site was falling 
behind and at risk of fail- 



Fred Chang, a cyber security chair at Southern Methodist Uni¬ 
versity, during a House Committee on Science, Space and 
Technology hearing about potential security risks of Healthcare, 
gov at the Rayburn House Office Building in Washington, Nov. 


Obama administration of¬ 
ficials, including several 
in the White House, were 
warned by an outside 
management consultant 


Kirkpatrick/The New York Times) 

ure unless immediate steps 
were taken to correct the 
problems, according to 
documents released by 
House investigators. 


Authorities: Virginia political 
figure stabbed by son 


Continued from front 

Deeds was the victor in 
the Democratic primary 
for governor in 2009, de¬ 
feating McAuliffe, who in 
his second try was elected 
governor this month over 
Attorney General Kenneth 
T. Cuccinelli II. 

Deeds was defeated four 
years ago in the general 
election by Bob McDon¬ 
nell, the departing gover¬ 
nor, who won in a 17-point 
landslide. 

Gus Deeds was one of four 
children of Deeds and his 
former wife, Pam, whose 
marriage ended a few 
months after the 2009 gen¬ 
eral election. Deeds remar¬ 
ried in 2012. The couple 
shared a home with Gus, 
a former student of William 
& Mary College. His Face- 
book page said he liked 
mountain climbing, instru¬ 
ment making and comput¬ 
er games. Under political 
views, he wrote, “Too busy 
with love to care.” 

As a state senator. Deeds 
has represented the 25th 
District in rural western Vir¬ 


ginia since 2001. Before 
that he served nine years 
in the Virginia House of Del¬ 
egates. 

In an interview last summer, 
he reflected on his upset 
2009 primary victory over 
two better-known Demo¬ 
crats: McAuliffe and Brian 
Moran, the leader of the 
Democratic caucus in the 
House of Delegates. 

“I won the primary, much 
to the surprise of a lot of 
people,” he said. 

He lamented that he had 
never been a very good 
fundraiser and was un¬ 
able to reconstitute the 
coalition that had elected 
President Barack Obama 
in Virginia in 2008 - the feat 
that McAuliffe was able to 
accomplish this year. 

“Our first bit of polling indi¬ 
cated there was no argu¬ 
ment we could make that 
would allow us to duplicate 
the turnout of 2008,” Deeds 
recalled. “The only thing 
we could do was go very 
negative against Bob Mc¬ 
Donnell. We started to do 
that, but that’s not who I 
am."Q 


The report, by McKinsey & 
Co., which was prepared 
in April at the request of 
the Department of Health 
and Human Services, said 
that management indeci¬ 
sion and a “lack of trans¬ 
parency and alignment on 
critical issues” were threat¬ 
ening progress, despite the 
tight deadline. 

The McKinsey report found 
that the effort was at risk 
because of issues including 
“significant dependency 
on external parties/con¬ 
tractors," as well as “insuf¬ 
ficient time and scope of 
end-fo-end testing,” and 
“parallel stacking of all 
phases,” all predictions 
that have turned out to be 
accurate. 

Briefings on fhe report were 
held in the spring at the 
White House and at the 
headquarters of the Health 


and Human Services De¬ 
partment and for leaders 
at the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid, congressio¬ 
nal investigators said. 

“The administration was 
on track - on track for a 
disaster - and yet officials 
refused to be transparent 
with the Congress and the 
American people,” said 
Rep. Fred Upton, R-Mich., 
the committee chairman. 
The latest evidence detail¬ 
ing the troubled startup 
of the website came as 
Obama administration of¬ 
ficials said that as of mid- 
November, the number of 
enrollees, who had select¬ 
ed a marketplace plan, 
was more than 50,000 - up 
from 27,000 in the entire 
month of October but still a 
fraction of the number the 
administration once hoped 
for. 


Despite the progress, spe¬ 
cialists are worried about 
whether they can meet 
the administration's goal 
of enabling 4 in 5 users to 
enroll through the online 
federal exchange, Health- 
Care.gov, by the end of 
the month. One person fa¬ 
miliar with the effort said a 
more realistic goal was that 
4 out of 5 people “have 
a positive experience,” 
which could include being 
redirected to customer ser¬ 
vice agents.White House 
officials said Monday that 
many of fhe remaining us¬ 
ers would furn fo call-in or 
counseling centers be¬ 
cause their insurance situ¬ 
ations were complicated. 
But specialists involved in 
the repair effort said tech¬ 
nical issues may frustrate 
more users than adminis¬ 
tration officials suggest. Q 
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Obama moves ahead toward Iran nuclear deal 



President Barack Obama pauses as he listens to a question about corporate tax reform during the 
Wall Street Journal CEO Council annual meeting in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2013. Obama 
also discussed the economy, the problems with the new health care law roll out, immigration re¬ 
form, and negotiations with Iran over their nuclear program. 

(AP Photo/ Evan Vucci) 
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MAnHEW LEE 
AP Diplomatic Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — On 

the eve of new talks. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama is 
plunging ahead in search 
of a nuclear agreement 
with Iran despite outright 
opposition from American 
allies in the Middle East 
and deep skepticism, if not 
open hostility, from Con¬ 
gress. 

Iran is pressing ahead in its 
own way, trying to make 
a deal more likely to ease 
painful economic sanc¬ 
tions without losing its own 
hardliners at home. 

There was a fresh sign of ef¬ 
forts to make headway as 
negotiators from Iran, the 
five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council 
and Germany prepared for 
Wednesday’s new round 
of talks in Geneva. British 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron contacted Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani 
in the first such conversa¬ 
tion between the lead¬ 
ers of the two countries in 
more than a decade. 
Cameron’s office said the 
leaders agreed during their 
telephone conversation 
that significant progress 
had been made in recent 
talks and that it was impor¬ 
tant to “seize the opportu¬ 
nity" in this week’s new ne¬ 
gotiations. 

Obama’s willingness to 
embrace a pact that falls 
short of Security Council 
demands for Iran to halt 
uranium enrichment has 
pushed his administration’s 
already contentious rela¬ 
tionship with Israel to the 
brink, strained ties with Gulf 
Arab states and exacer¬ 
bated tensions with Demo¬ 
cratic and Republican law¬ 
makers. 

Although everyone claims 
to have to same goal — 
preventing Iran from de¬ 
veloping atomic weapons 
— the rancorous, public 
disagreement over how 
to achieve it has driven a 
wedge between the ad¬ 
ministration and those who 
the administration insists will 
benefit most from a deal. 
Opponents say Iran is get¬ 
ting too much in the way of 
sanctions relief for too little 
in the way of concessions. 


And, they argue, Iran just 
can’t be trusted. Obama 
and his national security 
team counter that the risk 
is worth taking. The alterna¬ 
tive, they say, is a path to 
war that no one wants. 

In the run-up to the new 
talks, Iranian President Has¬ 
san Rouhani conceded a 
longstanding demand that 
Iran’s right to enrich urani¬ 
um must be recognized in 
any deal, and that incited 
opposition from hardlin¬ 
ers in the his country. Also, 
speaking to reporters in 
Rome while en route to the 
negotiations, Iranian For¬ 
eign Minister Mohammed 
Javad Zarif accused Israel 
of trying to “torpedo” a 
possible agreement. 

Yet most signs seemed to 
be pointing to a deal com¬ 
ing together before or over 
the weekend. 

Obama, along with Sec¬ 
retary of State John Kerry 
and National Security Ad¬ 
viser Susan Rice, person¬ 
ally appealed to senators 
in a White House meeting 
to hold off on seeking ad¬ 
ditional sanctions in order 
to test Iran’s seriousness in 
addressing concerns it is 
trying to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

“We have the opportunity 
to halt the progress of the 
Iranian program and roll it 
back in key respects, while 
testing whether a com¬ 
prehensive resolution can 
be achieved,” the White 
House said in a statement 
after the two-hour meet¬ 
ing Tuesday. It said if there 
is not an initial agreement, 
Iran will keep making prog¬ 
ress on increasing enrich¬ 
ment capacity, growing its 
stockpiles of enriched ura¬ 
nium, installing new cen¬ 
trifuges and developing a 
plutonium reactor in the 
city of Arak. 

White House press sec¬ 
retary Jay Carney said 
Obama told the senators 
that new sanctions would 
be most effective as a con¬ 
sequence if Iran refused to 
accept the deal now on 
the table or agreed and 
then failed to comply. And 
the president rejected re¬ 
ports that Iran would re¬ 
ceive $40 billion or $50 bil¬ 
lion in sanctions relief. □ 
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Choking allegation made against Zimmerman 




MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
SANFORD, Florida (AP) — 

Prosecutors said Tuesday 
that a former neighbor¬ 
hood watchman acquit¬ 
ted in the high-profile kill¬ 
ing of an unarmed black 


was acquitted earlier this 
year of all charges in the 
fatal shooting of Trayvon 
Martin that sparked nation¬ 
wide debates about race 
and self-defense laws. 
Zimmerman’s 27-year- 
old girlfriend, Samantha 



George Zimmerman, the acquitted shooter in the death 
of Trayvon Martin, appears in court after being arrested in 
response to a domestic disturbance call involving his girlfriend, 
Samantha Scheibe, in Sanford, Fla., Nov. 19, 2013. Zimmerman 
was charged with aggravated assault, domestic battery and 
criminal mischief in relation to the incident and was released 
on bond. (Joe Burbank/Pool via The New York Times) 


U.S. teen tried to choke his 
girlfriend and left her fear¬ 
ing for her life. George Zim¬ 
merman, 30, made his first 
court appearance after his 
latest brush with the law, 
for which he faces charges 
of aggravated assault. He 


Scheibe, accused him in 
a police call of pointing a 
gun at her, smashing a cof¬ 
fee table and pushing her 
outside. Zimmerman also 
called dispatchers, deny¬ 
ing pointing a gun at her 
and blaming her for the 


NYC: 

Tobacco sales banned to under 21 ’s 


DAVID B. CARUSO 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — New 

York City’s mayor signed 
legislation Tuesday ban¬ 
ning the sale of tobacco 
products to anyone under 
21, making New York the 
first large city or state in 
the U.S. to prohibit sales to 
young adults. 

Outgoing Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, a former smok¬ 
er, has had a special focus 
on health measures during 
his 12 years in office. 
Bloomberg said raising the 
legal purchase age from 
18 to 21 will help prevent 
young people from ex¬ 
perimenting with tobacco 
at the age when they are 
most likely to become ad¬ 
dicted. City health officials 
say 80 percent of smokers 
start before age 21. 

The mayor also signed leg¬ 
islation setting a minimum 
price for all cigarettes 
sold in the city: $10.50 per 
pack. The city already has 
the nation's highest ciga¬ 
rette taxes. Bloomberg re¬ 


jected criticism from some 
retailers that the measures 
would hurt the economy 
and lead to job losses. 

“This is an issue of whether 
we are going to kill peo¬ 
ple,” Bloomberg said. 

The city estimates that 
about 27,000 New Yorkers 
ages 18 to 20 smoke. 
Teenagers can still possess 
tobacco legally. Kids will 
still be able to steal ciga¬ 
rettes from their parents, 
take them from friends or 
buy them from the black- 
market dealers who are 
common in many neigh¬ 
borhoods. Tobacco com¬ 
panies and some retailers 
had said the age increase 
would simply drive teenag¬ 
ers to the black market. 
“What are you really ac¬ 
complishing? It’s not like 
they are going to quit 
smoking. Why? Because 
there are so many other 
places they can buy cig¬ 
arettes,” said Jim Calvin, 
president of the New York 
Association of Conve¬ 
nience StoresO 


broken table. 

The prosecutor said 
Scheibe feared for her life 
because Zimmerman men¬ 
tioned suicide and said he 
“had nothing to lose.” Zim¬ 
merman’s public defend¬ 
ers said after the hearing 
that he didn't appear to 
be suicidal. 

A judge set Zimmerman's 
bond at $9,000 and or¬ 
dered that he not possess 
guns or ammunition. He 
was ordered to stay away 
from the girlfriend’s house 
and wear a monitoring de¬ 
vice. He was released from 
jail hours after his court ap¬ 
pearance. 

In an affidavit filed Tues¬ 
day, Zimmerman asked 
for a public defense, say¬ 
ing he has liabilities and 
debts of at least $2 million 
and no income. He said he 
had less than $150 in cash 


on hand. Zimmerman, who 
identifies himself as His¬ 
panic, was acquitted ear¬ 
lier this year of all charges 
in the shooting death of 
17-year-old Martin, whose 
relatives accused Zimmer¬ 
man of racially profiling 
the teen and instigating a 
fight. Zimmerman said he 
shot the teen in self-de¬ 
fense during a fight in Feb¬ 
ruary 2012 inside a gated 
community. His supporters 
championed Florida’s so- 
called stand your ground 
law, which protects gun 
owners. 

The Justice Department 
has been investigating 
whether to file civil rights 
charges against Zimmer¬ 
man related to Martin’s 
death, and a department 
spokesman said Tuesday 
that it would announce its 
decision soon. □ 
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Barneys counters profiling allegations 


NEW YORK (AP) — A review 
commissioned by Barneys 
New York found the luxury 
store does not have a writ¬ 
ten or unwritten policy to 
profile customers based 
on race and didn’t initiate 
any police action against 
two black customers who 
said they were wrongly ac¬ 
cused of credit card fraud, 
complaints that ignited a 
furor. 

Last month, the customers 
separately accused Bar¬ 
neys of racial profiling after 
they said they lawfully pur¬ 
chased expensive items 
but were detained by po¬ 
lice on suspicion of credit 
card fraud. 

Customer Trayon Christian 
sued Barneys, saying he 
was accused of fraud af¬ 
ter using his debit card to 
buy a $349 Ferragamo belt 
in April. Kayla Phillips filed 
a notice saying she would 
sue after she was stopped 
by detectives outside the 
store when she bought a 
$2,500 Celine handbag in 
February. 

The complaints led to alle¬ 
gations that Barneys as well 


as other department stores 
were targeting minorities. 
The company head met 
with the Rev. Al Sharpton, 
and Jay Z was prompted to 
announce he would move 
forward with a planned 
Barneys collaboration de¬ 


spite public pressure that 
he back out of the deal 
amid the allegations. 

The five-page report ob¬ 
tained Tuesday by The As¬ 


sociated Press is the first 
detailed look at accounts 
given by Barneys employ¬ 
ees who were involved 
in the encounters. It was 
completed by San Fran¬ 
cisco attorney Michael 
Yaki, who serves on the U.S. 


Commission on Civil Rights. 
Barneys retained him to 
lead a review of its policies 
and procedures after the 
complaints surfacedO 



A shopper stands in front of Barney's, Monday, Nov. 18, 2013 in 
New York. Behind her construction workers fabricate a gilded 
enclosure that will contain a holiday display. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


Police: 

Ex-Florida official’s husband found dead 


BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
TAMARA LUSH 
Associated Press 

The husband of former 
Florida Secretary of State 
Katherine Harris, who be¬ 
came known nationally for 
her role in the contested 
2000 presidential election, 
was found dead Tuesday 
of an apparent suicide at 
the couple's mansion, po¬ 
lice said. 

Harris’ husband, Anders 
Ebbeson, 68, was found 
dead at the home when 
officers were called Tues¬ 
day morning, said Sarasota 
Police spokeswoman Gen¬ 
evieve Judge. 


The Swedish businessman 
had suffered from health 
issues in recent years, said 
Pastor William Hild of Sara¬ 
sota First Baptist Church. 
Hild declined to elaborate 
on those health problems 
or how Ebbeson killed him¬ 
self. Harris was in office 
overseeing the 2000 elec¬ 
tion in Florida and proved 
instrumental in delivering 
the state's contested elec¬ 
toral votes, and the White 
House, to President George 
W. Bush. 

Ebbeson was a Swedish 
businessman who owned 
several European business 
interests, including a busi¬ 


ness that equipped yachts 
with appliances and light¬ 
ing. Harris credited her 
husband with helping her 
through tough political mo¬ 
ments. 

“He was much beloved 
by his family,” Hild said. 
“He was very warm and a 
generous person."Ebbeson 
and Harris met in 1996 in 
Sarasota and married the 
same year. They were both 
divorced. According to a 
2006 Tampa Bay Times ar¬ 
ticle, they were set up on a 
blind date to an opera. 

“It was a very loving and 
caring relationship,” Hild 
said. □ 


Gates chokes up at Ballmer’s 
shareholder goodbye meet 

RYAN NAKASHIMA 
AP Business Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Microsoft chairman Bill Gates 
choked up while reading from prepared remarks dur¬ 
ing Steve Ballmer's final shareholders meeting as chief 
executive. 

The co-founder of the software giant said progress was 
being made to find Ballmer’s replacement and he 
thanked him for serving as CEO for the last 13 years. 
Only Gates and Ballmer have led Microsoft Corp. since 
its founding in 1975. 

Gates grew emotional while saying that both he and 
Ballmer are committed to making sure “that the next 
CEO is the right person for the right time for the com¬ 
pany we both love.” 

Ballmer, who said in August that he would step down 
within 12 months, was mostly light-hearted at what he 
called a “unique and fun meeting.” 

One shareholder suggested a U.S. government cabi¬ 
net post as an information technology secretary be 
created for Ballmer. The outgoing CEO replied that he 
didn’t think the job would make sense, adding “but 
thank you for trying to help me find work.” 

Gates gave no timeline for a decision on a new CEO 
by the search committee. He said the new leader must 
have “a lot of comfort in leading a highly technical 
organization and have an ability to work with our top 
technical talent to seize the opportunities.” 

The company is considering internal and external can¬ 
didates. Among the top internal candidates are re¬ 
portedly enterprise cloud computing executive Satya 
Nadella, business development executive and former 
Skype CEO Tony Bates and Chief Operating Officer 
Kevin Turner. External candidates reportedly include 
former Nokia CEO Stephen Elop and Ford CEO Alan 
Mulally, a longtime Ballmer friend. 

Microsoft representatives have declined to comment 
on the candidates being considered. 

The company, based in Redmond, Washington, said 
Tuesday that all of its proposals were approved. Board 
nominees, including Ballmer and Gates, were re-elect¬ 
ed with each nominee backed by more than 90 per¬ 
cent of the votes cast. 

The shareholders meeting, which took place in neigh¬ 
boring Bellevue and was webcast, came at a time of 
transition for Microsoft. 

PC sales, the bedrock of Microsoft's Windows oper¬ 
ating software business, have been declining. The 
company has been late to growing areas like Internet 
search and tablet computing. 

Windows 8, released a year ago, attempts to bridge 
the divide between keyboard-and-mouse-centric per¬ 
sonal computers and touch-based tablets. But cus¬ 
tomers griped that there were few touch-based apps 
and that the desktop mode removed familiar naviga¬ 
tion tools like the Start button. A free upgrade called 
Windows 8.1, released last month, sought to address 
some of those concerns and added new features.Q 
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Supreme Court refuses to block Texas abortion law 


MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

sharply divided Supreme 
Court on Tuesday allowed 
Texas to continue enforc¬ 
ing abortion restrictions 
that opponents say have 
led more than a third of the 
state’s clinics to stop pro¬ 
viding abortions. 

The justices voted 5-4 to 
leave in effect a provision 
requiring doctors who per¬ 
form abortions in clinics to 
have admitting privileges 
at a nearby hospital. 

The court’s conservative 
majority refused the plea 
of Planned Parenthood 
and several Texas abortion 
clinics to overturn a prelimi¬ 
nary federal appeals court 
ruling that allowed the pro¬ 
vision to take effect. 

The four liberal justices dis¬ 
sented. 

The case remains on ap¬ 
peal to the 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in New 
Orleans. That court is ex¬ 
pected to hear arguments 
in January, and the law will 
remain in effect at least un¬ 
til then. 

Justice Stephen Breyer, 
writing for the liberal jus¬ 
tices, said he expects the 
issue to return to the Su¬ 
preme Court once the ap¬ 
peals court issues its final 
ruling. 

The Texas Legislature ap¬ 
proved the requirement for 
admitting privileges in July. 
In late October, days be¬ 
fore the provision was to 
take effect, a trial judge 
blocked it, saying it prob¬ 
ably is unconstitutional be¬ 
cause it puts a “substan¬ 
tial obstacle" in front of a 
woman wanting an abor¬ 
tion. 


But a three-judge appel¬ 
late panel moved quickly 
to overrule the judge. The 
appeals court said the law 
was in line with Supreme 
Court rulings that have al¬ 
lowed for abortion restric¬ 
tions so long as they do 
not impose an “undue bur¬ 
den” on a woman's ability 
to obtain an abortion. Writ¬ 
ing for the appeals court. 
Judge Priscilla Owen noted 
that the Texas law would 
not end the procedure, 
only force women to drive 
a greater distance to ob¬ 
tain one. 

Justice Antonin Scalia, writ¬ 
ing in support of the high 
court order Tuesday, said 
the clinics could not over¬ 
come a heavy legal bur¬ 
den against overruling the 
appeals court. The justices 
may not do so “unless that 
court clearly and demon¬ 
strably erred,” Scalia said in 
an opinion that was joined 
by Justices Samuel Alito 
and Clarence Thomas. 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
and Justice Anthony Ken¬ 
nedy did not write sepa¬ 
rately or join any opinion 
Tuesday, but because it 
takes five votes to over¬ 
turn the appellate ruling, 
it is clear that they voted 
with their conservative col¬ 
leagues. 

Planned Parenthood and 
several Texas abortion clin¬ 
ics said in their lawsuit to 
stop the measure that it 
would force more than a 
third of clinics in the state 
to stop providing abortions. 
After the appeals court al¬ 
lowed the law to take ef¬ 
fect, the groups said that 
their prediction had come 
to pass. 

In their plea to the Supreme 


Court, they said that “in just 
the few short days since the 
injunction was lifted, over 
one-third of the facilities 


providing abortions in Texas 
have been forced to stop 
providing that care and 
others have been forced to 


drastically reduce the num¬ 
ber of patients to whom 
they are able to provide 
care. Q 



Opponents and supporters of an abortion bill hold signs outside the Texas Capitol, in Austin, Texas. 
A sharply divided Supreme Court on Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2013, allowed Texas to continue enforcing 
abortion restrictions that opponents say have led more than a third of the state’s clinics to stop 
providing abortions. 

(AP Photo/Eric Gay) 
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‘Apocalyptic’ storm floods island of Sardinia, 16 dead 


NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — The Mediter¬ 
ranean island of Sardinia, 
prized by the jet-set for its 
white sand beaches and 
crystal-clear seas, was a 
flood-ravaged mud bath 
Tuesday after a freak tor¬ 
rential rainstorm killed at 
least 16 people, downed 
bridges and swept away 
cars. 

Italian Premier Enrico Letta 
declared a state of emer¬ 
gency and set aside 20 
million euros ($27 million) 
for emergency relief, say¬ 
ing the priority was reach¬ 
ing remote areas, saving 
the lives of those still unac¬ 
counted for and provid¬ 
ing for those left homeless. 
Letta later traveled to the 
island, where he met with 
people hit by the floods. 
The island, which draws 
royals, entrepreneurs and 
ordinary tourists alike dur¬ 
ing the dry, peak summer 
months, received more 
than 44 centimeters (17.3 
inches) of rain in 24 hours 
Monday—half the amount 
it normally receives in a 
year, officials said. 

Italy’s civil protection chief, 
Franco Gabrielli, said the 
death toll may still rise as 
crews reach isolated areas 
in the countryside where 
some homes are sub¬ 
merged. The civil protec¬ 
tion agency in Olbia said 
the official toll was 16 with 
one missing late Tuesday, 
correcting the death toll of 
17 that was issued earlier 
by a regional official. 

Pope Francis said in a mes¬ 
sage posted on Twitter that 
he was “deeply moved by 
the appalling tragedy that 
hit Sardinia.” He asked fol¬ 
lowers to offer prayers to 
the victims, “especially for 
the children.” 

Transport was hampered 
by rivers of cocoa-colored 
mud gushing over roads 
that forced the closure of 


several major thorough¬ 
fares, including a tunnel 
into the city of Olbia, ac¬ 
cording to the Anas com¬ 
pany which runs Italy's 
roads and highways. 

Olbia Mayor Gianni 
Giovannelli said the city 
had been destroyed by 
the “apocalyptic” storm, 
with bridges felled and wa¬ 
ter levels reaching 3 meters 
(10 feet) in some places. 
He described the feroc¬ 
ity of the storm's rains as a 
“water bomb." 

Gabrielli defended the 
civil protection's alert sys¬ 
tem, which had signaled 
an “elevated” risk of the 
storm on much of Sardinia, 
the highest level of alert. 
He warned against day- 
after finger-pointing, say¬ 
ing evacuation orders had 
been issued and ignored 
and that no weather fore¬ 
cast could have predicted 
the “exceptional” degree 
of devastation. 

Olbia resident Marcello 
Piredda said he lost all the 
possessions in his flooded 
house. 

“I saw (the river) overflow¬ 
ing, as everybody else saw 
it. I saved a dog. I saved 
a person, “ Piredda said 
as he cleaned debris that 
had collected outside his 
home. 


Sardinia’s governor, Ugo- 
Cappellacci, said the 
dead included a family of 
four, reportedly of Brazilian 
origin, in Arzachena. 

Local newspaper L’Unione 
Sarda said a policeman 
helping to escort an am¬ 


bulance died when the 
car he was travelling in 
was submerged in the col¬ 
lapse of a bridge in Dorga- 
li. In hard-hit Gallura, three 


people died after their car 
was swept away in the col¬ 
lapse of another bridge, 
the paper said. 

Sardinia is the second-larg¬ 
est island in the Mediterra¬ 
nean and is one of Italy’s 
autonomous regions. While 


it’s known to tourists for its 
pristine Costa Smeralda 
beaches, the island’s inte¬ 
rior is known for its sheep 
and pastoral life. Sardin¬ 


would make the money 
available as soon as possi¬ 
ble. Judges in Greenpeace 
hearings had previously 
agreed with prosecutors 
that the foreign activists in 
the case were a flight risk; 
the Primorsky court did 
not say whether the seven 
could leave Russia while 
on bail. No trial dates have 
been set. Thirty people 
aboard a Greenpeace 
ship were detained in Rus¬ 
sia’s Arctic in September 
for a protest outside a float¬ 
ing oil rig and have been in 


ians are famed for their ex¬ 
ceptional longevity. 

Other parts of Italy were 
also hit by heavy rains Tues¬ 
day, including the capital, 
Rome, and Venice in the 
north, where residents and 
tourists donned rubber 


boots to slosh through a 
St. Marks’ Square flooded 
from the “acqua alta" high 
tides that periodically sub¬ 
merge the lagoon cityO 


custody since. The activists 
were initially charged with 
piracy, but investigators lat¬ 
er said they were bringing 
hooliganism charges and 
that the piracy charges 
would be dropped. People 
convicted of hooliganism 
are normally subject to 
fines, not prison sentences. 
Nineteen other crew mem¬ 
bers are expecting court 
rulings on their detentions. 
Former Beatle Paul McCart¬ 
ney had urged President 
Vladimir Putin to release all 
30 detainees. □ 


Russia grants bail to 9 Greenpeace activists 


VITNIJA SALDAVA 
Associated Press 
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
(AP) — A Russian court on 
Tuesday granted bail to 
nine foreign Greenpeace 
protesters, the first non-Rus¬ 
sians jailed and awaiting 
trial over a demonstration 
near a Russian oil rig to be 
made eligible for release. 
The decision came a day 
after the Primorsky court in 
St. Petersburg refused to re¬ 
lease an Australian activist, 
and another court granted 
bail to three Russians, in¬ 


cluding prominent photog¬ 
rapher Denis Sinyakov. 

The Primorsky court set bail 
at 2 million rubles ($61,500) 
each for the activists from 
Argentina, Canada, Bra¬ 
zil, Finland, France, Italy, 
New Zealand and Poland. 
The court said they will be 
released if the bail is paid 
within the next four days. 
One of the activists, Miguel 
Orsi of Argentina, clutched 
a photograph of his baby 
daughter and cried upon 
hearing the judge’s deci¬ 
sion. Greenpeace said it 



A truck and a bus are stranded by flood waters in a tunnel near Olbia, Italy. The Mediterranean 
island of Sardinia, prized by the jet-set for its white sand beaches and crystal-clear seas, was 
a flood-ravaged mud bath Tuesday after a freak torrential rainstorm killed at least 17 people, 
downed bridges and swept away cars. Olbia Mayor Gianni Giovannelli said the city had been 
destroyed by the “apocalyptic” storm, with bridges felled and water levels reaching 3 meters 
(10 feet) in some places. He described the ferocity of the storm's rains as a “water bomb.” 

(AP Photo/Massimo Locci) 
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U.S.-Afghan security pact likely 


Russian probe blames crash 
on faulty pilot maneuvering 


JIM HEINTZ 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — The pi¬ 
lots of a Boeing 737 that 
plunged into the ground 
at Kazan airport lost speed 
in a steep climb then over¬ 
compensated and sent the 
plane into a near-vertical 
dive, according to a pre¬ 
liminary report released 
Tuesday by Russian avia¬ 
tion experts. All 50 people 
aboard were killed. 

The Moscow-based Inter¬ 
state Aviation Committee, 
which oversees civil flights 
in much of the former So¬ 
viet Union, said the plane's 
engines and other systems 
were working fine until the 
moment the plane crashed 
Sunday night. 

The Tatarstan Airlines plane 
was flying from Moscow 
to the central city of Ka¬ 
zan, 720 kilometers (450 
miles) to the east. The Rus¬ 
sian aviation experts said 
the plane’s two pilots had 
failed to make a proper 
landing approach on their 
first attempt, so they began 
a second try. 

The report did not specify 
why the pilots aborted the 
first landing. 

To get the plane ready for 
the second try, the pilots 
put the plane’s engines 
on maximum power and 
raised the plane’s nose up 
to an angle of about 25 de¬ 
grees, the report said. That 
caused a loss of speed. 

The normal procedure dur¬ 
ing an aborted landing is 
to apply near-maximum 
power and assume about 
a 5-to-7 degree nose-up 
attitude, said Kevin Hiatt, a 
former Delta Air Lines chief 
pilot and president of the 
Flight Safety Foundation, a 
U.S.-based nonprofit. 
“Twenty-five degrees nose- 
up is excessive. There's no 
question about that what¬ 
soever," Hiatt said. “Why 


they determined they 
needed to go to that high 
an angle will be part of the 
investigation.” 

At an altitude of about 700 
meters (2,200 feet), the 
crew tried to gain speed 
and avert a stall by put¬ 
ting the nose of the plane 
down. The report said the 
plane then went into a dive 
of about 75 degrees and 
smashed into the ground. 
Airplanes can sometimes 
recover from steep dives 
but they must be at a suf¬ 
ficiently high altitude. 

The plane’s climb and its 
subsequent plunge lasted 
only about one minute and 
it struck the ground going 
about 450 kilometers per 
hour (280 mph), the report 
said. 

The report drew its conclu¬ 
sions from data retrieved 
from one of the plane's 
two onboard black box 
recorders. A commission 
statement said the voice¬ 
recording tape that cap¬ 
tures the crew’s conversa¬ 
tions had not been found, 
even though its container 
had been recovered. 

Such “loss of control” ac¬ 
cidents are responsible 
for more deaths than any 
other type of plane crash 
because they are rarely 
survivable, according to 
the Flight Safety Founda¬ 
tion, an industry-supported 
global aviation safety non¬ 
profit based in Alexandria, 
Virginia. 

The head of Tartarstan Air¬ 
lines, Aksan Giniyatullin, 
told a news conference 
Tuesday in Kazan that the 
two pilots had plenty of fly¬ 
ing experience — ranging 
from 1,900 to 2,500 hours 
— and had undergone all 
the necessary instruction. 
However, he said the crew 
apparently had no experi¬ 
ence with attempting a 
second landing.Q 


ROD NORDLAND 
© 2013 New York Times 

KABUL, Afghanistan - Af¬ 
ghan officials said Tuesday 
that President Hamid Karzai 
would clear the way for a 
long-term security pact 
with the United States after 
receiving assurances that 
President Barack Obama 


would issue a contrite letter 
acknowledging U.S. military 
mistakes in Afghanistan 
and vowing not to repeat 
them. 

Karzai's spokesman, Aimal 
Faizi, said that, in return for 
fhe leffer, the Afghan lead¬ 
er would change course 
and accept wording al¬ 
lowing U.S.-led raids on 
Afghan homes under “ex¬ 
traordinary circumstances” 
to save the lives of U.S. sol¬ 
diers. Just two days earlier, 
Afghan officials had said 
that the issue had effec¬ 
tively stalemated talks over 


a broader bilateral security 
agreement, which would 
establish a framework for 
the continued presence 
of U.S. troops in Afghani¬ 
stan after the current 2014 
deadline for Western troop 
withdrawal. 

The Afghans said that the 
breakthrough had come 


about during a phone call 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry to Karzai on 
Tuesday. Kerry initially of¬ 
fered to write the letter, 
and Karzai said he would 
compromise if Obama sent 
it instead - a stipulation to 
which Kerry agreed, ac¬ 
cording to Faizi. 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
Embassy, Robert Hilton, 
would not comment on 
details of the negotia¬ 
tions. And the White House 
spokesman. Jay Carney, 
would not comment on 
whether Obama had 


agreed to such terms. 

Even if both sides agree 
on a final wording for the 
security deal, the Afghans 
have made fheir final ap¬ 
proval contingent on a 
vote this week by a loya jir- 
ga - a grand council of Af¬ 
ghan elders. Any wording 
allowing raids on Afghan 


homes is likely to be met 
negatively at the meeting, 
given the deep outrage 
such missions have caused 
for years. 

But Faizi said that such a 
letter from Obama would 
help win critics over. 
Carney nodded to the 
council's potential deal- 
breaker role in his com¬ 
ments Tuesday. “There are 
ongoing negotiations,” he 
said. 

“I would simply say this 
agreement is not reached 
until it goes through the 
loya jirgaJ'O 



An giant picture of Afghan President Hamid Karzai is on display on a building in the center of Kabul, 
Afghanistan, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2013. Thousands of prominent Afghans are scheduled to meet in 
the Afghan capital for a Loya Jirga Nov. 21,2013 to debate a contentious security agreement with 
the United States. Without the agreement the United States previously warned that it will remove 
all its troops by the end of 2014 and an estimated $4.1 billion promised for Afghanistan's National 
Security Forces would likely be rescinded. 

(AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus) 
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EU lawmakers 
seek 18 years 
for art thieves 

ALISON MUTLER 
Associated Press 
BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 

— Romanian prosecutors 
are seeking 18-year sen¬ 
tences for two men who 
admitted to stealing seven 
paintings worth millions, in¬ 
cluding works by Picasso, 
Monet and Matisse, from a 
Dutch museum in a night¬ 
time raid, their lawyer said. 
Closing arguments were 
heard Tuesday in the case 
of Radu Dogaru and Eu- 
gen Darie. They will be sen¬ 
tenced on Nov. 26. 
Defense lawyers asked for 
clemency, claiming the 
defendants believed the 
paintings were copies and 
noting that the owners 
received a massive insur¬ 
ance payment. The Triton 
Foundation, which owned 
the seven paintings that 
hung in Rotterdam’s Kunst- 
hal, has been paid 18 mil¬ 
lion euros ($23.8 million). In¬ 
surers Lloyds of London are 
listed as a civil party in the 
trial.Chief defense lawyer 
Catalin Dancu said he ex¬ 
pected ringleaders Doga¬ 
ru and Darie to get seven 
years because they had 
pleaded guilty. But the 
prosecution on Tuesday 
asked for the maximum 
sentence of 18 years. 
Dogaru, Darie and another 
man, Alexandru Bitu, who 
played a lesser role in the 
theft, admitted they took 
the paintings from the Kun- 
sthal in October 20120 


2 killed, 29 injured in South Africa mall collapse 


Only $ 25 make your reservations TODAY 
No Service Charge 

Walking distance from Low rise Hotels 

FOR RESERVATION^? 583-0009 

LG. Smith Bluil. 160 near the tow rise Hotels 


There were initial reports 
that up to 50 people were 
trapped in the debris. Po¬ 
lice were checking names, 
and said some workers 
reported as missing may 


mall, said she was washing 
dishes at the time of the in¬ 
cident, SAPA reported. A 
few days earlier, Moonean 
said, workers had started 
to remove the scaffolding. 


ROB CELLIERS 
Associated Press 
TONGAAT, South Africa (AP) 

— A roof at a South African 
shopping mall that was un¬ 
der construction collapsed 
with a thunderous bang on 
Tuesday, killing two people 
and injuring 29 as survivors 
screamed for help, police 
and witnesses said. Res¬ 
cue teams used cranes, 
sniffer dogs and spotlights 
as the search for any more 
survivors stretched into the 
night. 

The collapse happened 
in Tongaat, near the east¬ 
ern coastal city of Durban, 
and rescue teams rushed 
to help workers who were 
trapped beneath the rub¬ 
ble. 

“The dogs are now comb¬ 
ing the area for survivors,” 
police Lt. Mandy Goven- 
der said Tuesday evening. 
“There’s just chunks and 
chunks of concrete and 
we don’t know what’s un¬ 
derneath.” 

The deputy mayor of the 
municipality that includes 
Tongaat said construction 
should not have been tak¬ 
ing place because con¬ 
tractors were not doing a 
proper job, the South Afri- 
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RESTAURANT FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1997 

November’s 4 course dinner 


First course 

Cajun beef salad 
Seafood Cocktail 
Escargot a la creme 
Garden Salad 

Second course 

Soup of the day 


Third course 

Steak Diane 
Piccata Milanese 
Chicken Florentine 
Plain or Stuffed Grouper 
Fourth course 
Chocolate mousse 
Pineapple souffle 
Ice cream 


can Press Association re¬ 
ported. 

“We took them to court a 
month ago,” Nomvuzo Sha- 
balala said. “We thought 
they had stopped.” 


have left the scene before 
notifying authorities. 

Fiona Moonean, a resident 
whose house is located 
across a railway line from 
the collapsed part of the 


“Just after 4.30 p.m., it 
was a thunderous sound. 
Before the bang, I heard 
too much scaffolding 
fall," Moonean told SAPA. 
“The whole concrete slab 


Paramedics look for people trapped in a mall that collapsed in Tongaat, South Africa, Tuesday, 
Nov. 19,2013. South African police say one person has died and 26 were injured in a roof collapse 
at a shopping mall that was under construction. The accident happened Tuesday in Tongaat, near 
the eastern coastal city of Durban, and rescue teams rushed to the scene to help workers who 
were trapped beneath the rubble. 

(AP Photo) 


crashed down with the pil¬ 
lars. 

The smoke and dust was 
too thick. I heard them 
screaming out for help in 
Zulu.” 

She called emergency ser¬ 
vices and a woman took 
down her details, accord¬ 
ing to SAPA. 

“She had to calm me down 
because I was so freaked 
out," Moonean said. “For 
me, the most traumatic 
is the sound of the guys’ 
voices. That is the part that 
plays in my head.”Q 
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Suicide bombings at Iran Embassy in Beirut kill 23 


DIAA HADID 

ZEINA KARAM 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Suicide 
bombers struck the Iranian 
Embassy on Tuesday, kill¬ 
ing 23 people, including a 
diplomat, and wounding 
more than 140 others in a 
“message of blood and 
death” to Tehran and He¬ 
zbollah — both supporters 
of Syrian President Bashar 
Assad. The double bomb¬ 
ing in a Shiite district of Bei¬ 
rut pulled Lebanon further 
into a conflict that has torn 
apart the deeply divided 
country, and came as 
Assad's troops, aided by 
Hezbollah militants, cap¬ 
tured a key town near the 
Lebanese border from reb¬ 
els. The bombing was one 
of the deadliest in a series 
of attacks targeting Hez¬ 
bollah and Shiite strong¬ 
holds in Lebanon in recent 
months. 

An al-Qaida-linked group 
said it carried out the at¬ 
tack as payback for Hez¬ 
bollah’s backing of Assad 
forces against the mainly 
Sunni rebels as the Syrian 
civil war increasingly be¬ 
comes a confrontation be¬ 
tween regional powers. 

The Syrian army’s border 
offensive is part of a larg¬ 
er government push that 
started last month and has 
seen forces loyal to Assad 
firmly seizing the momen¬ 
tum in the war, taking one 
rebel stronghold after an¬ 
other. 

The attacks raised fears in 
Lebanon that Islamic ex¬ 
tremists, now on the defen¬ 
sive in Syria, would increas¬ 
ingly hit back in Lebanon. 
The country is suffering the 
effects of competing sec¬ 
tarian loyalties. 

“People fight outside (Leb¬ 
anon), but send their mes¬ 
sages through Lebanon. 
With bombs,” said a me¬ 
chanic whose store win¬ 


dows were shattered by 
the blasts. 

The midmorning explosions 
hit the neighborhood of 
Janah, a Hezbollah strong¬ 
hold and home to several 
embassies and upscale 
apartments, leaving bod¬ 
ies and pools of blood 
on the glass-strewn street 
amid burning cars. 

In the chaotic aftermath, 
volunteers tried to extin¬ 
guish bodies still aflame 
from the blast by covering 
them with their sweaters 
and blankets. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon condemned 
the attacks and called on 
all Lebanese to recognize 
that “such appalling and 
indiscriminate acts of vio¬ 
lence” target everyone in 
the country, U.N. acting 
deputy spokesman Farhan 
Haq said. 

U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry called the bomb¬ 
ings “senseless and de¬ 
spicable,” and said “our 
hearts go out to the Iranian 
people after this violent 
and unjustifiable attack 
claimed the life of at least 
one of their diplomats. 

The dead Iranian was iden¬ 
tified as Ibrahim Ansari, a 
54-year-old diplomat who 
took up his post a month 
ago and was overseeing 
regional cultural activities, 
said Iranian Ambassador 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 

An airstrike Tuesday killed 
three alleged al-Qaida 
militants in the country's 
southeast, Yemeni tribal 
leaders said Tuesday. 

The leaders, who witnessed 
the strike in Hadramawt 
province, said they saw it 
hit a vehicle carrying the 
three militants and sus¬ 
pected it came from a U.S. 


Ghazanfar Roknabadi, 
speaking to Hezbollah’s Al- 
Manar TV from inside the 
embassy compound. 

Also among the dead was 
Radwan Fares, a Lebanese 
national who headed the 


facility’s security, accord¬ 
ing to a Lebanese official 
at the embassy who spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because he was not 
authorized to give official 
statements. 

The first suicide attacker 


drone. 

A Yemeni official said the 
government had not car¬ 
ried out any strikes in the 
area. Both the official 
and the witnesses spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because they were 
not authorized to speak 
to the media. The United 
States has regularly car¬ 
ried out drone strikes in Ye¬ 
men, escalating the rate 
of attacks in the last year. 


was on a motorcycle with 
two kilograms (4.4 pounds) 
of explosives and blew 
himself up at the embassy’s 
black main gate, damag¬ 
ing the three-story facility, 
another Lebanese security 


official said. He also spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he was not au¬ 
thorized to talk to the me¬ 
dia. 

Less than two minutes later, 
a second suicide attacker 
driving a car rigged with 50 


Washington rarely confirms 
individual strikes. 

Yemen is fighting a war 
against al-Qaida’s local 
branch, which Washing¬ 
ton considers one of the 
world’s most dangerous 
offshoots of the terror net¬ 
work. The branch, also 
known as Al-Qaida in the 
Arabian Peninsula, regular¬ 
ly strikes security and mili¬ 
tary targets with drive-by 
shootings, suicide bomb- 


kilograms (110 pounds) of 
explosives struck about 10 
meters (yards) away, the 
official added. 

Previous large-scale at¬ 
tacks on Hezbollah strong¬ 
holds include an Aug. 


15 car bombing in the 
southern Beirut suburbs 
that killed 27 people and 
wounded more than 300. 
A less powerful car bomb 
targeted the same area 
July 9, wounding more 
than 50.Q 


ings and other attacks. 

A separate attack by gun¬ 
men killed eight soldiers 
on patrol late Monday in 
the southern city of Ataq, 
in Shabwa province, a se¬ 
curity official said speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
because he wasn't autho¬ 
rized to brief the press. The 
soldiers were all killed while 
patrolling in their vehicle to 
secure oil pipelines in the 
area.O 


Yemen airstrike kills 3 militants in southeast 



A Lebanese man runs in front of burned cars, at the scene after two explosions have struck near 
the Iranian Embassy killing many, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday Nov. 19, 2013. The blasts in south 
Beirut’s neighborhood of Janah also caused extensive damage on the nearby buildings and the 
Iranian mission. The area is a stronghold of the militant Hezbollah group, which is a main ally of 
Syrian President Bashar Assad in the civil war next door. It’s not clear if the blasts are related to 
Syria’s civil war. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla) 
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Exploring Aruba’s underwater world is our 
Specialty; from beginner programs to 
dives aboard our custom-designed boats. 






certified divers and beginners! 
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Book now! www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Venezuela’s congress grants Maduro decree powers 


JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— The Venezuelan con¬ 
gress granted President 
Nicolas Maduro emergen¬ 


cy decree powers Tuesday 
that will strengthen the em¬ 
battled leader’s hand as 
he goes after businesses 
the government accuses 
of sabotaging Latin Amer¬ 


ica’s biggest oil economy. 
With the National Assem¬ 
bly’s vote, widely expected 
since Maduro requested 
expanded powers a month 
ago, the president will be 



Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro gives a press conference at Miraflores presidential palace 
in Caracas, Venezuela. Venezuela's congress granted President Nicolas Maduro emergency de¬ 
cree powers Tuesday that will strengthen the embattled leader’s hand. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


able to enact laws without 
consulting congress for up 
to a year. 

The same tactic was em¬ 
ployed four times by Madu- 
ro's mentor and predeces¬ 
sor, the late Hugo Chavez, 
to promulgate dozens of 
laws that dramatically 
boosted state control over 
the economy. 

But unlike the charismatic 
Chavez, who had near¬ 
absolute command over 
his party, doubts about 
Maduro's leadership have 
risen since he defeated 
opposition leader Henrique 
Capriles by a razor-thin 
margin in April's presiden¬ 
tial election and as wors¬ 
ening shortages of basic 
goods and galloping infla¬ 
tion have eroded popular 
support for his rule 
In what may be a preview 
of more shock measures to 
come, Maduro in recent 
days has ordered the mili¬ 
tary to seize dozens of ap¬ 
pliance stores, slash prices 
on imported electronics 
and arrest more than 100 
business owners for alleged 
price gouging. On Tues¬ 
day, the Venezuelan unit of 
General Motors was fined 
the equivalent of $85,000 
for allegedly overcharging 
and practicing “usury" in 
the sale of car parts to lo- 


Mexican president denies meeting Justin Bieber 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex¬ 
ico’s president has denied 
a tweet by Justin Bieber 
saying the singer met with 
the president and his family 
prior to a show. 

It was the latest sour note in 
Bieber’s controversy-filled 
Latin American tour. 
President Enrique Pena Ni¬ 
eto’s office put out a tweet 
late Monday that read 
“@Presidenciamx denies 
meeting between Presi¬ 
dent @EPN with the singer 
@justinbieber.” 

That was a response to a 


tweet from Bieber's official 
account saying “just met 
some amazing mexican 
beliebers and the presiden- 
te of mexico and his famil- 
ia.” Apparently, Bieber was 
confused about whether 
the president was there or 
not. Early Tuesday, Bieber 
wrote in a tweet, “correc¬ 
tion. I met the presidente’s 
family and all their friends in 
the private meet and greet 
with all their security. They 
were very nice.” 

The 19-year-old pop sen¬ 
sation faces two criminal 


complaints and demands 
for refunds in Argentina, in 
addition to trouble with po¬ 
lice for allegedly spraying 
graffiti in Brazil. 

Bieber angered Argentines 
by abandoning a concert 
after less than an hour and 
not showing up for a pho- 
to-op that some fans paid 
hundreds of dollars extra 
for. The singer’s manager. 
Scooter Braun, said Bieber 
came down with food poi¬ 
soning after a concert Sat¬ 
urday, and despite eight 
hours of intravenous fluids. 


insisted on trying to do Sun¬ 
day’s concert against doc¬ 
tors’ advice. 

One Argentine lawyer is 
accusing Bieber of send¬ 
ing bodyguards to attack 
a photographer outside a 
Buenos Aires nightclub. 
Another accuses him of 
defiling the national sym¬ 
bol by dragging two Ar¬ 
gentine flags off stage with 
his feet and a microphone 
stand before 45,000 “be¬ 
liebers” during the first of 
two concerts in River Plate 
stadium. □ 


cal concessionaires. 

The measures have rallied 
Maduro’s working-class 
base and even won ap¬ 
proval from some govern¬ 
ment opponents who've 
joined the long lines snak¬ 
ing outside appliance 
stores nationwide for the 
last 10 days in search of 
deep discounts on TV sets 
and refrigerators. 

The key question is whether 
Maduro will maintain the 
radical stance after next 
month's mayoral elections, 
which the opposition is try¬ 
ing to frame as a referen¬ 
dum on his rule, or adopt 
a more pragmatic tack 
in an effort to stabilize the 
economy. 

After Tuesday’s vote, Na¬ 
tional Assembly President 
Diosdado Cabello led a 
march of hundreds of red- 
shirted supporters from the 
legislature to the presiden¬ 
tial palace to deliver the 
text of the decree law to 
Maduro. 

The legislative process 
leading up to Tuesday's 
vote was marred by con¬ 
troversy after an opposi¬ 
tion congresswoman was 
stripped of her immunity 
from prosecution over cor¬ 
ruption charges, allowing 
for her substifution by a 
pro-governmenf lawmaker 
who gave Maduro fhe cru¬ 
cial 99th vote needed to 
prevail. 

Maduro has said his first 
act with expanded powers 
will be to approve a law 
setting profits and prices 
across industries. Inflation 
through October reached 
a two-decade high of 54 
percentO 
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Tonight at the Gold Ruins Bushiribana: 


“Royal Night” to honor King Willem-Alexander and Queen Maxima! 


RACHEL BRAHTEN 
SHANNON BUENO 
ZAHIRA FALCONI 
FRANGINA KELLY 
MAXIME KAAN 
HILYANN CROES 


MANDY VILLASMIL 

LUIGI CORTES 

ANGELO KOOLMAN 

JERSEY SOPHIA 

OSVALI VAN ROMONDT- 
LOPEZ 

ALAIN CLARK 
DANE CLARK 
PETE PHILLY 


ORANJESTAD - Tonight will 
be a Royal Night at the 
Gold Ruins Bushiribana for 
young and old. This open 
air concert will be held for 
our special guest: King Wil¬ 
lem-Alexander his Queen 
Maxima. The concert will 
start at exactly 8PM. There 
is a wide variety of per¬ 
formers who all either were 
born in Aruba of have their 
roots in Aruba: 




OSVALDO CORREA 
VALE CROES 
JORGEN RAYMANN 


DJ NUTZBEATZ 
DJ CHUCKIE 
ALYDIA WEVER 


ROBERT JEANDOR 
TEDDY PHILIPS 
MICHAEL LAMPE 




Entrance will be complete¬ 
ly free since this concert is 
not just for the Royal Cou¬ 
ple but also for the Aruban 
Community. Parking will be 
widely available and shut¬ 
tle busses will be available 
to take the audience to 
the entrance of the event 
where a security check will 
take place. 

For this special event, which 
will be covered worldwide 
by the international press, 
a special location was 
chosen: the Bushiribana 


Gold Ruins. Stages and 
sound systems are careful¬ 
ly build around the ruins in 
order not to damage any¬ 
thing and to keep Aruba 
clean, all cups and plates 
are bio-degradable! A lot 
of thought and rehearsals 
have been put in this event 
by the Organization. 

We invite all locals and 
Aruba visitor to join us in 
this historical event. This will 
be your chance to see the 
new King and his queen for 
real. □ 
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Pelican Adventures hosts travel agents from Ecuador & Brazil! 



PALM BEACH - Last Sun- Familiarization Trips which 
day Nov. 17th, Pelican were from Ecuador & Bra- 
Adventures hosted two zil on board the Pelican 


One. 

The travel agents enjoyed 
a fabulous Sailing & Snor- 
keling Cruise of 21 /2 hours, 
with open bar, snacks, 
dancing and snorkeling, 
which for some partici¬ 
pants was their first time! 
They snorkeled at Cata¬ 
lina Bay and then on the 
spectacular Antilla ship 
wreck! There was a real 
mixture of culture & mu¬ 
sic on board with Samba 
and merengue music, as 
the guests danced and 
mingled along the beau¬ 
tiful Caribbean Sea! We 
hope they will bring with 
them an unforgettable 



I he Blue 


time 

Lfibster 


arc with their 


parents on vacation 
in Aruba* it is their 
llrst vlsil lo the 
island. They arc 
staying ul Hyatt 
Hcflifiky Aruba. 
What they love the 
ntosl of Aruba arc 
the beaches. 



experience to share with Cruise is available daily 
their future costumers. This from 2:30 till 5 pm.Q 
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TO ARUBA 

KING WILLEM ALEXANDER 


TO OUR DISTINGUISHED VISITORS, YOU ARE INVITED 

ROYAL NIGHT AT BUSHIRIBANA 

For i he first time ever historical Bushiribana Gold 
Mill! mines will be the setting for a spectacular 
celebration bringing together over 20 talents from 
Aruba and the Kingdom 


celebration bnnging together over 20 talents from 
Ar uba and the Kingdom. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 'QpNlTACT THE CONCIERGE AT 
VOUR HOTtL OR AHATA At 5822607. FREE SHUTTLF TO 
AND-FROM 'THE V£NUE. EVENT: 6PM TO 10PM. FREE 
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“...U bent van harte welkom...Welcome King Willem-Alexander and Queen Maxima” 

Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino welcome the Royal Couple! 


ORANJESTAD - The com¬ 
munity of Aruba and espe¬ 
cially Renaissance Aruba 
Resort & Casino extend a 
heartfelt welcome to the 
Royal Couple, King Willem- 
Alexander and Queen 
Maxima. To commemorate 
this royal visit, Renaissance 
Aruba decorated room 
balconies and trees on the 
property with Dutch and 
Aruban flags. In addition, a 
fabulous 20-foot picture of 
the royal couple has been 
installed with orange light¬ 
ing, which will illuminate the 
resort during night hours. 
Renaissance Marketplace 
joined in this celebration 


and also decorated for this 
special occasion. Renais¬ 
sance Aruba, Mall & Mar¬ 
ketplace invites the entire 
community of Aruba to en¬ 
joy the festive decorations 
and take part of this spe¬ 


cial first visit since Willem- 
Alexander ascended the 
throne as King. 

This visit is even more spe¬ 
cial with the companion of 
his Queen, Maxima that will 
surely make an impact on 


each royal visit. 

“It is a great honor for Re¬ 
naissance Aruba Resort & 
Casino to take part in this 
special and unique cele¬ 
bration. 

Through the details in our 
decoration we extend a 


heartfelt welcome to the 
royal couple and at the 
same time wish them a 
pleasant stay on the beau¬ 
tiful island of Aruba,” Mrs. 
Zugheila Lindeborg, Ren- 
naissance Aruba Marketing 
Manager concluded.^ 



Post Aruba, Western Union assist in Philippines disaster relief 


- Post Aruba as official agent 
of Western Union and Western 
Union Responds to Typhoon 
Haiyan with Support for Relief 
Efforts. 

ORANJESTAD - No-Fee* 
Money Transfer Transac¬ 
tions to the Philippines will 
be Available from Novem¬ 
ber 15, 2013 until November 
30, 2013. 

Post Aruba as official agent 
of Western Union and the 
Western Union Company 
today announced a multi¬ 
faceted response program 
that will provide support for 
disaster relief efforts that 
target the families and 
communities most affected 
by Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines. 

The Western Union Foun¬ 
dation is making a grant 
of US$100,000 to Save the 
Children to support the or¬ 
ganization’s immediate 
response activities in the 
Philippines, which include 
providing emergency ma¬ 
terials, meals and water to 
disaster victims. 

In addition to grant fund¬ 
ing from The Western Union 
Foundation, the Western 
Union Company has ac¬ 
tivated a no-fee* money 
transfer transaction pro¬ 
gram for Post Aruba and all 
other agents throughout 
the Caribbean!, to the Phil¬ 
ippines, through November 
30, 2013. For Post Aruba this 
means that the Transaction 
Fees are excluded but the 
customer will still have to 
pay the Foreign Exchange 


Commission (Government 
Tax). “In times like this we 
must act quickly and we 
make it our priority to take 
part in the efforts to pro¬ 
vide relief by making it eas¬ 
ier for customers to send 
money back home", said 
Mariano Dall'Orso, Senior 
VP Americas Central and 


Canada at Western Union. 
No-fee* money transfers 
will be available from the 
Caribbean! to the Philip¬ 
pines including payout at 
retail outlets —as they re¬ 
open or cash-to-mobile 
as cellular networks come 
back online. “Members 
of the Philippine diaspora 
make their way to the Ca¬ 
ribbean to earn a living 
and send money back 
home. On a day-to-day 
basis, our services help 


them to offer an economic 
lifeline. In times of adversi¬ 
ty, we simply cannot stand 
by. Now is when that life¬ 
line becomes even more 
important,” said Sean Ma¬ 
son, Caribbean Regional 
Director at Western Union. 
Over the course of this 
week, and for the ben¬ 


efit of consumers sending 
money to family and loved 
ones in the Philippines, The 
Western Union Company 
will also activate a no-fee* 
money transfer transac¬ 
tion program from partici¬ 
pating Agent locations in 
the Cyprus, Greece, Italy, 
Malaysia, Portugal, Spain, 
Singapore, the United 
Kingdom and the United 
States, through November 
30,2013. Consumers in the 
United States will need to 


include promotion code 
HAIYANRELIEF with their 
transaction at retail Agent 
locations to utilize the no- 
fee offer. Additional coun¬ 
tries for no-fee retail acti¬ 
vations will be announced 
via social media in the 
coming days.Furthermore, 
in the Caribbean & United 


States, Western Union has 
set up a no-fee Payments 
contribution account ben- 
efitting the American Red 
Cross, to support interna¬ 
tional relief efforts in the 
Philippines. Donors can 
contribute by making a 
no-fee* Payments transac¬ 
tion at participating West¬ 
ern Union Agent locations, 
directed to the account, 
up to US$5,000. Donors will 
need to complete the blue 
section on the Western 


Union form at retail loca¬ 
tions, using the company 
name “American Red 
Cross” and the code city, 
“REDCROSS DC.” Please 
write in, “Disaster Relief” as 
the account number. 

“As well at Post Aruba we 
are proud to be able to 
join this action and to give 
our contribution to the kind 
people of the Philippines, 
we would like to invite the 
community of Aruba to 
come to any of our offices 
at Oranjestad, San Nicolas, 
Harbour Area, Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall, or Santa Cruz 
and to contribute with this 
noble cause” said Guill¬ 
ermo Raymond Director 
at Post Aruba. *Western 
Union may make money 
on the exchange of cur¬ 
rencies. Taxes may apply. 
fCaribbean sending coun¬ 
tries include: Anguilla, An¬ 
tigua & Barbuda, Aruba, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Ber¬ 
muda, British Virgin Islands, 
Cayman Islands, Curacao, 
Dominica, Dominican Re¬ 
public, French Guiana, 
Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Montserrat, St. 
Barthelme, St. Kitts & Nevis, 
St. Lucia, St. Maarten, St. 
Martin, St. Vincent & Gren¬ 
adines, Suriname, Trinidad 
& Tobago, Turks & Caicos 
Islands. 

Disclaimer: Due to severity 
of Typhoon Haiyan, some 
Western Union Agent lo¬ 
cations in the Philippines 
may not be immediately 
available. □ 



A rainbow rises along damaged homes in Tacloban city, Leyte province, central Philippines 
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2013. Hundreds of thousands of people were displaced by Typhoon Haiyan, 
which tore across several islands in the eastern Philippines on Nov. 8. Post Aruba, as official agent 
of Western Union, and Western Union are doing their best to provide a ray of light for victims of 
Typhoon Haiyan with support for relief efforts. 

(AP Photo/Aaron Favila) 
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Queen 
Maxima 
wows the 
crowd with 
her fashion- 
forward style 

ORANJESTAD - It looks like 
Queen Maxima has upped 
her fashion game since 
becoming queen. The Ar¬ 
gentine-born beauty be¬ 
came queen back in April 
after her husband Willem- 
Alexander ascended the 
throne as King. Since, she 
has wowed with her im¬ 
pressive style, looking noth¬ 
ing short of impeccable 
on engagements at home 
and abroad and certainly 
we can’t wait to see her 
gorgeous outfits prepare 
to meet our one happy is¬ 
land, Aruba. 

Queen Maxima was the 
epitome of understafed 
chic in a black safin dress 
and matching peep-toe 
heels with bright blue ear¬ 
rings which added a touch 
of sparkle to the outfit. 
She also trends softer col¬ 
ors with a cream dress with 
black lace and a matching 
coat and kitten heels which 
was the perfect choice 
for the formal occasion. 
Queen Maxima chose 
to glam up, opting for a 
purple and cream pep- 
lum floral dress that flat¬ 
tered her womanly curves. 
She paired the dress 
with a large beige hat 
and nude court shoes. 
She always styles her cloth¬ 
ing with an up-do to en¬ 
sure that all eyes were on 
her striking with attractive 
jacket and unique skirts. 
The blonde showed off her 
penchant for bright colors 
as she visited Germany with 
a fashionable orange top 
with a matching hat which 
looked gorgeous on her. 
The queen featured a tan¬ 
gerine dream outfit during 
her two-day trip to Germa¬ 
ny, in an orange peplum 
top and a beige skirt with 
nude court shoes which 
completed the entire look. 
Certainly we admire 
the Queen fashion style 
from elegant to for¬ 
mal which certainly 
shows her royal tasteO 





Nos ta desea nos Rey y Reina un estadia placentero ariba nos dusht isla, 

Lang teve de Koning en Koningini 
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NFL Roundup 


Newton lifts Panthers over Patriots 24-20 


Steve Reed 
AP Sports Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) 
-- As "Sweet Caroline” 
pumped through the sta¬ 
dium and playoff-starved 
Panthers fans dressed all 
in black celebrated a big 
victory, Tom Brady ran af¬ 
ter an official in search of 
an explanation. 

Thrilling game, bizarre 
ending. 

Brady and the Patriots 
were miffed after a pen¬ 
alty flag that was thrown 
in the end zone on the 
final play was suddenly 
picked up and waved off 
Monday night, giving the 
Carolina Panthers a 24-20 
victory over New England 
for their sixth straight win. 
Cam Newton led the 
Panthers 83 yards on 13 
plays and threw a 25-yard 
touchdown pass to Ted 
Ginn Jr. with 59 seconds 
left to give the Panthers 
the lead. 

The Patriots had a chance 
at an improbable come¬ 
back when Brady moved 
New England to the Car¬ 
olina 18 with 3 seconds 
left and fired into the end 
zone as time expired. 
Rookie safety Robert Les¬ 
ter intercepted the pass, 
but an official at the back 
of the end zone threw a 
flag for pass interference 
on linebacker Luke Kue- 
chly, who had both arms 
wrapped around tight 



Carolina Panthers’ Cam Newton (1) reacts after making a first down against the New England Pa¬ 
triots during the first half of an NFL football game in Charlotte, N.C., Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Fla. settles with clinic tied to MLB drug probe 


MIAMI (AP) — The Florida 
Department of Health has 
closed its investigation of 
the anti-aging clinic that 
sparked Major League 
Baseball's probe of Alex 
Rodriguez, Ryan Braun and 
other players. 

Department spokesman 
Nathan Dunn said Tuesday 


that Biogenesis of America 
owner Tony Bosch paid a 
$3,000 fine and signed a 
cease-and-desist order in 
July. The department had 
originally sought $5,000. 
Bosch was issued a Uniform 
Unlicensed Activity Citation 
for the profession of medi¬ 
cine. The department had 


originally sought $5,000. 

The agreement was first re¬ 
ported by ESPN. 

Bosch, alleged to have 
provided banned perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing drugs 
fo major leaguers, is now 
cooperating with base¬ 
ball’s investigators. 
Rodriguez was suspended 


for 211 games by MLB on 
Aug. 5, and the players’ as¬ 
sociation filed a grievance 
to overturn the discipline. 
Attorneys for the New York 
Yankees third baseman 
have said MLB's investiga¬ 
tion is based on stolen doc¬ 
uments and questionable 
testimonyO 


end Rob Gronkowski. 

The officials then gath¬ 
ered, however, and ref¬ 
eree Clefe Blakeman an¬ 
nounced fhere was no foul 
on fhe play and the game 
was over. 

"There was no explana¬ 
tion given to me. Officials 
ran off the field. I didn’t see 
anything," Patriots coach 
Bill Belichick said. 

"There was a flag thrown 
and then the game was 
over.” 


Continued on page 22 


Golf rules 
tweaked over 
use of video 
technology 

The Associated Press 

Golfers will no longer be pe¬ 
nalized if fheir ball moves 
from a position of resf with¬ 
out their knowledge under 
new rules to be introduced 
by the sport’s governing 
bodies next year. 

The U.S. Golf Association 
and the Royal & Ancient 
Golf Club addressed fhe 
issue of video technology 
while announcing several 
rule changes in a state¬ 
ment released on Tuesday. 
The joint statement read 
that where “enhanced 
technological evidence” 
shows that a ball has 
changed location, it “will 
not be deemed to have 
moved if that movement 
was not reasonably dis¬ 
cernible to the naked eye 
at the time.” 

The R&A and the USGA 
say improved technology 
“has brought a new level 
of scrutiny to rules issues 
arising in elite golf tourna¬ 
ments” and “an increasing 
number of inquiries to offi¬ 
cials from television viewers 
and others. ”□ 
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Vonn crashes while prepping for return to racing 



Lindsey Vonn, of Vail, Colo., speeds past the 2015 World Championships ski 
racing gate at the U.S. Ski Team training center at Copper Mountain, Colo., on 
Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2013. 


PAT GRAHAM 
AP Sports Writer 

DENVER (AP) — Reigning Olympic 
downhill champion Lindsey Vonn 
has crashed while training ahead 
of her return to racing following 
major knee surgery. 

U.S. Ski Team spokesman Tom Kelly 
said Tuesday that Vonn is being 
evaluated at a hospital after be¬ 
ing taken off the slope at Copper 
Mountain, Colorado, on a sled, 
which is standard procedure. 

Kelly said he is not sure whether 
Vonn hurt her surgically repaired 
right knee. 

“We have no reason to believe 
it’s anything significant right now,” 
Kelly said. 

The four-time overall World Cup 
champion tore her ACL and MCL 
in a crash at the world champion¬ 
ships in February. She has been 
aiming to return to World Cup 
competition next week in Beaver 
Creek, Colorado. 

The Sochi Games are in February. 
With Vonn feeling her knee was 
months ahead of schedule, she 
thought about pushing up her 
comeback to the season-opening 
giant slalom in Soelden, Austria, 


late last month. But she changed 
her mind, opting instead to con¬ 
tinue to prepare. 

Vonn recently said her super-G 
is “some of the best super-G I've 
ever skied, but my downhill still 
needs a little more time.” 

She’s been taking practice runs 
in Copper Mountain, and post¬ 
ed on her Twitter account Mon¬ 
day: “Catching some air today in 
Downhill training." 

She also recently said that she's 
reluctantly been wearing a pro¬ 
tective knee brace under doctor's 
orders. 

“It's in my best interest to play it 
safe,” Vonn said. “I compromised 
and said that as long as I don’t 
have to wear (the brace) for the 
Olympics, I'll be fine.” 

The 29-year-old Vonn, who lives in 
Vail, attended the NFL game be¬ 
tween the Kansas City Chiefs and 
Denver Broncos on Sunday night, 
hanging out on the sideline with 
boyfriend Tiger Woods. 

Vonn needs just three more wins to 
match Austrian great Annemarie 
Moser-Proell's record of 62 World 
Cup race victories. And while Vonn 
insists her primary focus this season 


is being fully healthy for Sochi, she 
acknowledges that World Cup 
mark would hold special meaning. 
“There are many Olympic champi¬ 
ons, but to be the No. 1 winningest 


Associated Press 

World Cup racer of all time, you're 
alone on that list. You're at the 
top,” Vonn said. “That would be 
more substantial for me and my 
legacy.”□ 
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DISPORTS 


TODAY! 

HAPPY HOUR 

AT BUGALOE! 5-6 PM 




BUGALOE 

Beach Bar and Grill 


Special prices on Balashi, 
Balashi Chill, Mojito 
e[ many more! 

Palm Beach at De Palm Pier / www.hugaloe.com 
T: ( 297 ) 586 2233 / info@hugaloe.com 


Randolph, Conley lead Grizzlies over Clippers 



Brooklyn Nets forward Paul Pierce (34) reacts as he is sandwiched between Portland Trail Blazers 
point guard Mo Williams (25) and Trail Blazers guard Wesley Matthews (2) while driving toward the 
basket in the first half of their their NBA basketball game at the Barclays Center, Monday, Nov. 18, 
2013, in Brooklyn. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Zach 
Randolph had 26 points 
and 15 rebounds against 
his former team as the 
Memphis Grizzlies over¬ 
came the first-quarter 
ejection of shooting guard 
Tony Allen to beat the Los 
Angeles Clippers 106-102 
on Monday in a rematch 
of their first-round playoff 
series. 

Marc Gasol had 23 points, 
nine rebounds and eight 
assists to help put the Griz¬ 
zlies (6-5) over .500 for the 
first time this season. Mike 
Conley scored eight of his 
15 points during a 4-minute 
span of the fourth quarter. 
Blake Griffin had 23 points 
and 11 rebounds for the 
Clippers. Chris Paul had 18 
points and 11 assists for his 
11 straight double-double, 
the most by any player 
from the start of a season 
since Magic Johnson in 
1990-91. 

Allen was charged with 
a flagrant-2 foul with 1:51 
left in the opening quarter 
after he lifted his left leg in 
a vain attempt to impede 
Paul’s drive to the basket 
and kicked him in the face. 
Allen walked over to Paul 
at the foul line to apologize 
while referees Bill Kennedy, 
Mark Ayotte and John 
Goble watched the replay 
at the official scorer’s table 


to determine the severity of 
the foul. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 108, NETS 98 
NEW YORK (AP)— LaMarcus 
Aldridge scored 27 points, 
Wesley Matthews added 
24 as Portland earned its 
seventh straight victory. 
Damian Lillard finished with 
19 points and nine assists as 
the Trail Blazers withstood 


the Nets' blistering start to 
win seven in a row in the 
same season for the first 
time since a 13-game run 
in December 2007.Portland 
(9-2) is just a half-game 
behind San Antonio and 
Indiana for the NBA’s best 
record. The Blazers will try 
to complete a perfect 4-0 
road trip Wednesday at 


Milwaukee. 

Shaun Livingston scored 
23 points for the Nets, who 
stormed out to their best first 
quarter of the season and 
then seemed to run out of 
gas against the younger 
Trail Blazers. Kevin Garnett 
made all six shots in the 
40-point first period, then 
went 2 for 13 from there to 


finish with a season-high 16 
points. 

BULLS 86, BOBCATS 81 
CHICAGO (AP) — Luol 
Deng scored 21 points 
as the Bulls overcame a 
rough shooting night to re¬ 
cord their fifth straight win. 
Carlos Boozer had 12 
points and 17 rebounds 
for Chicago, which is on 
its longest winning streak 
since taking eight in a 
row from Feb. 20-March 7, 
2012. Jimmy Butler had 14 
points and Derrick Rose fin¬ 
ished with 12 . 

Deng's 3-pointer with 27.1 
seconds remaining gave 
the Bulls an 85-81 lead. Ger¬ 
ald Henderson then missed 
for the Bobcats, and Rose 
had a free throw to help 
Chicago wrap it up. 

Rose, who hit a career-high 
six 3-pointers in the Bulls’ 
110-94 win Saturday over 
Indiana, went 4 for 13 from 
the field. The Bulls shot 27 of 
75 (36 percent) overall. 
Jeffery Taylor led Char¬ 
lotte with a career-high 20 
points and Henderson had 
16 . 

THUNDER 115, NUGGETS 
113 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Kevin Durant scored 38 
points and Russell West¬ 
brook had 30 points and 
12 rebounds as Oklahoma 
City rallied for the win. Q 



Dallas Mavericks’ Vince Carter, left, talks with Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers’ Kobe Bryant, who is out of the lineup due to injury, after an 
NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2013, in Dallas. 

Associated Press 


Bryant goes through 2nd 
practice with Lakers 


EL SEGUNDO, California 
(AP) — Kobe Bryant has 
participated in another full 
practice with the Los Ange¬ 
les Lakers. 

Bryant still isn't sure when 
he'll be back in uniform, 
but his second workout with 
his teammates Tuesday left 
him optimistic about his re¬ 
turn. 


The fourth-leading scorer in 
NBA history hasn’t played 
since tearing his Achilles 
tendon in a game against 
Golden State in April. 

He did several weeks of 
conditioning work before 
returning to practice last 
Saturday for a brief work¬ 
out. 

He did drills and 5-on-5 play 


with the Lakers on Tuesday. 
He says he’s “pleasantly 
surprised” by how good he 
felt afterward. 

Bryant says he could adjust 
his game and contribute 
something to the Lakers 
right now, but he wants to 
make sure he's ready to 
play for the long haul when 
he returns. □ 
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SNUBA 



SNUBA and Snorkel Sail $65 

Snorkeling only $32.50 

Tues & Thur 9 -12 am or 1 - 4 pm 
Wed & Fri 9 -12 am or 12:30 - 3:30 pm 

Fruit and soft drinks included ^ 

For reservation call 586-0096 

Leaving from: Pier between Moomba Beach and Marriott Resort 



Penguins erupt 
with 3 in 3rd / 
slip by Ducks 3-1 



Calgary Flames’ TJ Galiardi (39) is hit by Winnipeg Jets' Chris Thorburn (22) during third period NHL 
hockey action in Winnipeg Monday, Nov. 18, 2013. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Sidney 
Crosby capped a third-pe¬ 
riod outburst with his 10th 
goal of the season as the 
Pittsburgh Penguins beat 
the Anaheim Ducks 3-1 on 
Monday. 

Brian Gibbons scored on 
the first shot of his NHL ca¬ 
reer and Brandon Sutter 
chipped in his fourth goal of 
the season as Pittsburgh's 
struggling offense found a 
rhythm late against the Pa¬ 
cific Division-leading Ducks. 
NHL CapsulesMarc-Andre 
Fleury stopped 26 shots for 
Pittsburgh, which won for 
only the second time in six 
games. Crosby’s goal was 
his second in 11 games. 
Ryan Getzlaf scored his 
11th goal for the Ducks, 
who earned just one point 
during a four-game East 
Coast road trip. Viktor Fasth 
made 24 saves but strug¬ 
gled in the final 20 minutes. 
Gibbons took a slick back¬ 
hand pass from Evgeni Mal¬ 
kin to break a scoreless tie 


3:56 into the third. The Pen¬ 
guins needed just 62 sec¬ 
onds to make it 2-0, as Sut¬ 
ter deflected a shot from 
the point by Olli Maatta. 
Anaheim responded im¬ 
mediately when Getzlaf 
scored his fifth goal in four 
games. 

Crosby pushed Pittsburgh 
back in front by two, fin¬ 
ishing the Penguins’ three- 
goal outburst in a span of 
4:04. 

BRUINS 4, HURRICANES 1 
RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(AP) — Reilly Smith and Carl 
Soderberg had a goal and 
an assist each in the first 
period as Boston topped 
Carolina. 

Johnny Boychuk scored 
midway through the third 
period, and Milan Lu¬ 
cie added an empty-net 
goal for Boston, which has 
11 points in its last seven 
games (5-1-1). 

Boston killed four Caro¬ 
lina power plays, includ¬ 
ing 63 seconds when the 
Bruins were down two 


skaters. They haven't al¬ 
lowed a power-play goal 
in 32 short-handed situa¬ 
tions since giving up goals 
on five consecutive power 
plays in October. 

The Hurricanes played their 
first game since Oct. 24 with 
Cam Ward in net. Ward, 
who missed 10 games be¬ 
cause of a leg injury, made 
26 saves. He rebounded 
from a rough start in which 
he gave up two goals on 
Boston's first four shots. 
Tuukka Rask stopped 23 
shots for Boston. 

FLAMES 5, JETS 4, SO 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— Sean Monahan scored 


the winning goal in the 
eighth round of a shootout 
as Calgary ended its six- 
game losing streak with a 
victory over Winnipeg. 

Jiri Hudler had given Cal¬ 
gary a 4-3 lead with 3:26 
remaining in regulation, 
but the Jets tied it on Bryan 
Little’s with six seconds left. 
With Winnipeg goalie Al 
Montoya on the bench for 
an extra attacker, the Jets 
swarmed goalie Reto Ber¬ 
ra, and Little put a rebound 
into an open side of the 
net. 

Montoya made 29 saves. 
Berra stopped 43 shots, in¬ 
cluding three in overtime, 


to help the Flames end 
their 0-5-1 skid. 

Calgary’s Michael Cam- 
malleri scored his team¬ 
leading ninth goal of the 
season on the power play 
and added an assist. T.J. 
Brodie and Lance Bouma 
also scored. 

Michael Frolik, Olli Jokinen 
and Dustin Byfuglien had 
goals for Winnipeg, and 
defenseman Grant Clit- 
some and Blake Wheeler 
both added a pair of as¬ 
sists. 

In other NHL games Cal¬ 
gary 5, Winnipeg 4, SO; 
Boston 4, Carolina 1; and 
Pittsburgh 3, Anaheim 1 .□ 


Concussion expert says players still in fear 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— A leading concussion ex¬ 
pert from the United States 
says players in high-level 
contact sports still are often 
fearful of sitting out games 
after head injuries because 
they might lose their posi¬ 
tions in the team. 

Chris Nowinski, a Harvard 
graduate and former wres¬ 
tler, is a co-director of the 
Center for the Study of 
Traumatic Encephalopathy 
at Boston University, other¬ 


wise known as the “Brain 
Bank,” one of the lead¬ 
ing research groups in the 
world on the effects con¬ 
cussions are having on ath¬ 
letes, highlighted by recent 
cases involving National 
Football League players. 
Nowinski has been in Mel¬ 
bourne meeting with of¬ 
ficials from the Australian 
Football League players as¬ 
sociation and the National 
Rugby League. “There still 
has to be a culture change 


with the players, they need 
to take that time off,” No¬ 
winski said in an interview 
with The Associated Press 
on Tuesday. 

“They still have that im¬ 
pression that their job or 
role might be at risk. And 
I’m still not sure that play¬ 
ers anywhere, even now, 
appreciate or understand 
the risk they are exposing 
themselves to."He said Aus¬ 
tralian officials and those in 
the United States have be¬ 


come more aware of rest 
and recovery needed after 
concussions and head in¬ 
juries, but even the promi¬ 
nent lawsuits in the NFL 
haven't improved the situ¬ 
ation as much as he'd like 
to see it.“You would think 
so, particularly is a player is 
mishandled,” Nowinski said 
of the threat of legal action 
against teams by their play¬ 
ers over head injuries. 
“There is no reason now 
why a player can’t come 


back to the team and say 
he had permanent brain 
damage and it was be¬ 
cause of lack of proper 
treatment by the team 
doctors." One of those 
players seriously affected 
by head injuries is Shaun 
Valentine, a former rugby 
league player in Australia 
who retired in 2003 after 
suffering seven concussions 
in 18 months while playing 
for the North Queensland 
Cowboys.□ 
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Austria’s Gyoergy Garics, left, and DaMarcus Beasley of US 
challenge for the ball during a friendly soccer match between 
Austria and United States in Vienna, Austria, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 
2013. 

Associated Press 


ERIC WILLEMSEN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — The United 
States slumped to a 1-0 de¬ 
feat in a friendly game at 
Austria on Tuesday, finishing 
its record-setting year with 
a fourth loss in 23 matches. 
Austria striker Marc Janko 


blasted the ball past goal¬ 
keeper Tim Howard in the 
33rd minute, rounding off 
an attacking move started 
by David Alaba. The Aus¬ 
trian playmaker found the 
unmarked right back Gy- 
orgy Garics, who set up 
Janko for his 16th career 



U.S. beaten 1-0 by Austria, 
ends record-setting year 


goal for Austria. 

It was the first goal against 
Howard in 453 minutes of 
play for his club Everton 
and the national team. 
Referee Istvan Vad denied 
the U.S. what may have 
been a goal in the 17th min¬ 
ute. A corner by Michael 
Bradley found Geoff Cam¬ 
eron, whose header was 
deflected by Marko Arnau- 
tovic’s. Austria goalkeeper 
Robert Aimer punched the 
ball away from what ap¬ 
peared to be behind the 
goalline. 

In its best campaign ever, 
the U.S. had 16 victories in 
2013 and qualified for the 
World Cup for a seventh 
time in succession. It was 
the eighth defeat in 44 
matches under coach Jur¬ 
gen Klinsmann. 

Austria failed to reach Brazil 


2014 after being eliminated 
from a group won by Ger¬ 
many. 

After an unimpressive 
opening 10 minutes in front 
of 20,200 spectators, Aus¬ 
tria created two chances 
through Martin Harnik. 
The winger dribbled past 
DaMarcus Beasley com¬ 
ing in from the left wing but 
couldn't beat Howard at 
the near post. 

The next minute, Harnik’s 
quick move opened up 
the American defense but 
his cross didn’t find Janko. 
The Americans responded 
with 20-meter efforts by 
Jozy Altidore, whose shot 
went wide, and Aron Jo- 
hannsson, who forced 
keeper Robert Aimer to a 
punching save. 

Harnik almost doubled the 
lead in the 49th with a curl¬ 


ing shot past keeper How¬ 
ard, though TV footage 
showed the winger was off¬ 
side while collecting a pass 
by captain Christian Fuchs. 
The United States pressed 
for an equalizer, buf Austria 
played deep in its own half 
and allowed hardly any 
space. 

Alfidore came closest but 
his low shot in the 74th was 
saved by Aimer, and he 
sent a free kick wide in the 
closing minute. 

Austria coach Marcel Koller 
took his team to a seven- 
day training camp in Ali¬ 
cante, Spain, last week. 

He changed his team in 
several positions, giving de¬ 
fender Martin Hinteregger 
and attacking midfielder 
Lukas Hinterseer a place in 
the starting lineup for their 
first games for Austria.Q 



w 
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Carolina Panthers’ Luke Kuechly (59) blocks New England Pa¬ 
triots’ Rob Gronkowski (87) on the final play during the second 
half of an NFL football game in Charlotte, N.C., Monday, Nov. 18, 
2013. The Panthers won 24-20. 

Associated Press 


NFL Roundup 

Continued from page 18 


Blakeman said after the 
game that back judge 
Terrence Miles saw there 
was contact and Kuechly 
was not playing the ball, 
and that initially led Miles 
to call defensive pass in¬ 
terference. But Blakeman 
said the officials met and 
decided the ball was "un¬ 
derthrown” and it came 
down to a matter of "un- 
catchability.” 

A pass-interference call 
would have put the ball on 
the 1-yard line and given 
the Patriots one more shot 
at a game-winning touch¬ 
down with no time on the 
clock. 

"You never like to end the 
game like that on a call 
but I’m pleased that our of¬ 
ficiating crew got together 
and communicated and 
discussed it and ultimately 
we believe we got it right,” 
Blakeman said. 

An angry Brady ran down 
two officials to argue the 
call as they walked off 
the field, but later said he 
didn't get a good look at 
the play. 

"I don’t make the calls 
or the rules,” Brady said. 
”1 wish it wouldn’t have 


come down to that. I think 
there were plenty of plays 
we could’ve made. But it 
did, and they’re going to 
make the call or they’re 
not going to make the call. 
But we can play better 
than that." 

Brady conceded he was 
cautious on the throw. 
"(Gronkowski) was kind 
of weaving in and out of 
fhere. I didn't really want 
to throw it over his head 
and out of bounds, so I was 
a liftle indecisive," he said. 
"It wasn't a great throw. 
No excuses. Should have 
been a better throw.” 
Kuechly, who had a criti¬ 
cal pass-interference call 
in a Week 2 loss to Buffalo, 
was a little nervous when 
he saw the flag on the 
ground. 

"I was like, ‘Oh, jeez. I 
don’t know what this is go¬ 
ing to be,'" Kuechly said. 
"My back was to Brady. I 
was just playing his eyes, 
playing his hands, waiting 
for his eyes to get big and 
his hands to go up and I 
was going to try to break 
it down. I didn’t really see 
where the ball went. I think 
Robert had a hand on it 
or something. There were 
guys around that ball and 
that's what helps you out." 
Given a reprieve, the Pan¬ 


thers (7-3) celebrated. 
Brady finished 29 of 40 for 
296 yards and one touch¬ 
down. Newton completed 
19 of 28 passes tor 209 yards 


and three touchdowns. He 
also ran seven times for 62 
yards in what will go down 
as one of his best games a 
pro. After the game, Car¬ 


olina coach Ron Rivera 
called it a "gutsy effort.'' 
Newton's winning touch¬ 
down drive in the waning 
minutes of a game was the 
type of leadership perfor¬ 
mance fhe Panthers have 
been waiting tor from the 
third-year pro. 

Newton said "people 
want to keep making it 
about me and the plays 
that I made, but it's not a 
one-man show, by far.” 

It just seemed that way. 

He was 5 of 8 tor 57 yards 
and ran twice tor 18 yards 
on the go-ahead drive. 
Panthers wide receiver 
Steve Smith, who had 62 
yards on tour catches, said 
Newton came of age Mon¬ 
day nighf. "It’s just fan¬ 
tastic, just watching Cam 
grow, watching him lead 
this team, watching him 
go 85 yards,” Smith said. 
"You hear all about statis¬ 
tics, about other guys hav¬ 
ing game-winning drives. 
Now Cam has his game¬ 
winning drive against a 
big team, against a worthy 
opponent. Just watching 
the young man grow -1 just 
saw that young, 24-year 
old Cam Newton just chip¬ 
ping away and just a little 
hint of greatness is start¬ 
ing to shine through a little 
bit.”Q 
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Hyundai to sell hydrogen-powered SUV in 2014 



A model poses next to a Hyundai Tucson facelift on display at the Kuala Lumpur International Motor Show in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2013. Associated Press 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — For years, the joke 
in the auto industry was that a 
mass-produced car that runs on 
hydrogen was always a decade 
away. 

That will change next year when 
Hyundai starts selling a Tucson SUV 
powered by a hydrogen fuel cell. 
It will be the first mass-market ve¬ 
hicle of its type to be sold or leased 
in the U.S. 

“These things are now ready for 
prime time,” John Krafcik, Hyun¬ 
dai’s North American CEO, said 
last week. His company plans to 
announce details of the new Tuc¬ 
son on Wednesday at the Los An¬ 
geles Auto Show. 

Even as the industry focused on 
battery-powered and hybrid cars, 
automakers such as Hyundai, Hon¬ 
da and Toyota kept up research 
on fuel cells. Now they appear to 
have conquered obstacles such 
as high costs, safety concerns and 
a lack of filling stations. These ve¬ 
hicles could help the companies 
meet stricter future fuel-economy 
standards. 

Automakers have been dabbling 
in hydrogen-powered cars since 
the 1960s. General Motors an¬ 
nounced a test fleet of hydrogen- 
powered Chevy Equinoxes in fhe 
mid-2000s, and Honda leased 
about two-dozen FCX Clarity mod¬ 
els for $600 per month starting in 
2005. 

President George W. Bush allo¬ 
cated $1.2 billion for hydrogen re¬ 
search and said in his 2003 State 
of the Union address: “The first 
car driven by a child born today 
could be powered by hydrogen 
and pollution free.” But the pro¬ 
gram was largely scrapped by the 
Obama administration, which fo¬ 
cused more on battery-powered 
vehicles. 


Hyundai now is making Bush's 
forecast come true, beating other 
auto companies to the mass mar¬ 
ket with Tucsons that have electric 
motors powered by a stack of hy¬ 
drogen fuel cells. Hyundai plans to 
start selling the vehicles in Southern 
California and eventually spread 
to other areas as filling stations are 
built. 

Hyundai says it has overcome 
safety and storage issues with 
a rear-mounted tank that has 
passed numerous crash tests with¬ 
out incident. As for filling stations, 
the California Air Resources Board 
says there currently are nine open 
to the public in the state. Legisla¬ 
tors recently allocated about $200 
million per year for 100 more, to be 
built by 2023. 

Also at the Los Angeles show, 
Honda Motor Co. is scheduled 
to show off a fuel-cell concept 


vehicle, which it says hints at the 
aerodynamic design of the next 
generation fuel-cell vehicle to be 
launched in 2015. Further details 
weren’t available. 

Toyota Motor Corp. is scheduled 
to unveil its own concept fuel-cell 
vehicle at this week’s Tokyo Mo¬ 
tor Show. That one also is likely for 
distribution in the mass market in 
2015. 

General Motors continues work on 
its fuel-cell vehicles. 

The largest U.S. automaker, which 
has spent a lot of time and re¬ 
sources on battery-powered cars 
such as the Chevrolet Volt, has 
no fuel-cell vehicles currently in its 
new product pipeline, spokesman 
Dan Flores said Monday. He said 
more work needs to be done on 
cost and infrastructure to make 
the cars viable. 

Hyundai is expected to introduce 


prices and details of how its cars 
will be sold or leased at the Los 
Angeles show. Automakers usually 
offer leases when they put new 
technology on the market. 
Hydrogen cars likely will help auto¬ 
makers meet new goals from eight 
key states to put more zero-emis¬ 
sions cars on the road. The states, 
including California and New York, 
pledged late last month to work 
together to put 3.3 million battery- 
powered cars, plug-in hybrids and 
other clean-burning vehicles on 
the roads in those states by 2025. 
That’s more than 15 times as many 
zero-emission vehicles projected 
to be in use in the entire U.S. by 
2015. The other states in the pact 
are Massachusetts, Maryland, Or¬ 
egon, Connecticut, Rhode Island 
and Vermont. The eight states to¬ 
gether represent about 23 percent 
of the U.S. auto market. □ 


/ 
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US stocks edge lower after disappointing earnings 


KEN SWEET 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Disap¬ 
pointing earnings news 
helped push the stock mar¬ 
ket lower on Tuesday. 
Electronics retailer Best 
Buy plunged after say¬ 
ing extended store hours 
and price-cutting could 
squeeze its fourth-quarter 
profit. Campbell Soup fell 


sharply after reporting that 
its profit slumped as sales of 
soups and V8 drinks fell. The 
two stocks were the big¬ 
gest decliners in the Stan¬ 
dard & Poor's 500 index. 
Even with the slight decline 
the S&P 500 is still up 25 per¬ 
cent so far in 2013 and has 
risen for six weeks straight, 
the longest winning streak 
since February. The extend¬ 


ed run-up has prompted a 
number of market watch¬ 
ers to call for caution. 
“We’ve had a phenom¬ 
enal run, particularly in the 
last few weeks. I wouldn’t 
be surprised if we would 
pull back from here,” said 
Alec Young, global equity 
strategist with S&P Capital 
IQ. 

The Dow Jones industrial 


average edged down 8.99 
points, or 0.1 percent, to 
15,967.03, the first decline 
for the index in five days. 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
index lost 3.66 points, or 0.2 
percent, to 1,787.87 and 
the Nasdaq composite fell 
17.51 points, or 0.4 percent, 
to 3,931.55. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average and the S&P 500 
crossed round-number 
milestones in early trading 
Monday but failed to build 
on those advances. The 
Dow crossed 16,000 and 
the S&P 500 hit 1,800 for 
the first time before falling 
back to close below those 
levels both Monday and 
Tuesday. 

Retailers were a key focus 
on Tuesday, especially with 
the holiday shopping sea¬ 
son coming up. Black Fri¬ 
day, the day after Thanks¬ 
giving, is one of the biggest 
shopping days of the year. 
Consumer spending is a 
critical component of the 
U.S. economy, so how con¬ 
sumers behave during the 
closely watched holiday 
season will give investors a 
sign about the outlook for 
growth. 

Best Buy sank $4.78, or 11 
percent, to $38.78 after its 
warning of a tough holiday 
trading period ahead. The 
company's stock is still up 
227 percent this year, mak¬ 
ing it the second-best per¬ 
former in the S&P 500 after 


Netflix. 

Home Depot rose 71 cents, 
or 0.9 percent, to $80.38 af¬ 
ter reporting income that 
surpassed analysts' expec¬ 
tations. The company also 
raised its earnings forecast 
for the year. 

TJX Cos., which operates 
discount stores including 
T.J. Maxx and Marshalls, 
climbed 63 cents, or 1 per¬ 
cent, to $63.12. Its income 
rose 35 percent as sales 
improved at both U.S. and 
international stores. 
Investors will turn their 
thoughts back to the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Minutes from the Fed’s Oc¬ 
tober meeting will be re¬ 
leased at 2 p.m. and inves¬ 
tors will scour them to get a 
read on the central bank’s 
stimulus policy. The central 
bank is currently buying $85 
billion of bonds a month to 
keep interest rates low and 
boost the economy. That 
has underpinned a rally in 
stocks. 

Investors were also watch¬ 
ing JPMorgan Chase. The 
bank reached a record 
$13 billion settlement with 
federal and New York State 
authorities, resolving claims 
over the bank’s sales of 
mortgage-backed securi¬ 
ties that collapsed during 
the U.S. housing crisis. 
JPMorgan closed 41 cents, 
or 0.7 percent, higher at 
$56.15. □ 



Trader Thomas Donato, center, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Tuesday, Nov. 
19, 2013. Stocks are lower in early trading on Wall Street as traders pick over some disappointing 
corporate earnings. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


United Airlines aims for $2 billion in cost savings 


JOSHUA FREED 
AP Airlines Writer 

United Airlines said Tuesday 
that it will cut costs, over¬ 
haul its website, and shift 
flying from Asia to Europe 
as it aims to keep share¬ 
holders happy. 

United didn’t announce 
any furloughs as part of 
the cost-cutting measures 
outlined on Tuesday in a 
presentation to investors. 
A spokeswoman declined 
to comment on whether its 
plans include furloughs. 
United says it is aiming to 
burn less fuel, make workers 
more productive, and im¬ 
prove its maintenance pro¬ 
cesses. It has been working 
with its mechanics’ union 
to revamp which mainte¬ 


nance jobs are done by 
the 2,000 workers at its San 
Francisco maintenance 
center, said Greg Hart, who 
runs the airline's technical 
operations. 

United said it will overhaul 
its United.com website in 
phases starting next year. 
The airline has been strug¬ 
gling to run smoothly and 
produce consistent profits 
since merging with Conti¬ 
nental in 2010. 

One of United's goals is 
to boost the revenue it 
gets from add-ons such 
as meals, baggage, and 
admission to its lounges by 
$700 million, to $3.5 billion in 
2017. It didn’t lay out specif¬ 
ic new fees or plans in this 
area, but executives said 


options include bundling 
together fees. United al¬ 
ready has several like that, 
such as $349 for a “sub¬ 
scription" for a year's worth 
of checked baggage. 
United is also adjusting 
where it flies. In March it will 
stop flying between Seattle 
and Tokyo under intense 
pressure from Delta Air 
Lines Inc. United will instead 
add a second daily flight to 
Tokyo from its biggest hub, 
Houston. 

United partner All Nippon 
Airways still flies Seattle-To- 
kyo.Delta is United’s archri¬ 
val on Asia flying. It has two 
daily flights from Seattle to 
Tokyo, including a recent¬ 
ly-added flight to Haneda 
airport, which is popular 


with business travelers be¬ 
cause it is closer to To¬ 
kyo's downtown. United is 
also dropping some flights 
within Asia, including To- 
kyo-to-Bangkok, and using 
a smaller plane for Tokyo- 
to-Seoul. It will still connect 
passengers on those routes 
through partner ANA. 

Those planes that had 
been used in Asia will be 
shifted to new flights from 
Houston to Munich, and 
new seasonal flying from 
Washington to Madrid and 
Chicago to Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 

United expects to boost 
overall 2014 flying capacity 
by 1 percent to 2 percent. 
Investors have been watch¬ 
ing for United to catch up 


with Delta in providing reli¬ 
able profits. 

Delta posted a 2012 profit, 
while United lost money. 
Analysts expect Delta to 
post a fourth-quarter profit, 
while United is expected to 
break even. 

United said it will begin re¬ 
turning cash to sharehold¬ 
ers in 2015. The company 
didn’t say how, but return¬ 
ing cash typically involves 
paying a dividend or buy¬ 
ing back shares. Delta re¬ 
instated a dividend in Sep¬ 
tember. Shares of Chicago- 
based United Continental 
Holdings Inc. rose $1.33, or 
3.7 percent, to $37.71 in af¬ 
ternoon trading. The stock 
is up 28 percent over the 
past three monthsO 
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Nokia shareholders approve Microsoft deal 



Jury set to decide 
penalty between 
Samsung, Apple 


PAUL ELIAS 

Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, California (AP) — 

A Silicon Valley jury asked 
a judge for calculators 
Tuesday to help it deter¬ 
mine how much Samsung 
Electronics owes Apple for 
copying key features of 
the iPhone and iPad. 

The federal judge presid¬ 
ing over the patent trial 
granted the jury’s request 
Tuesday before the smart¬ 
phone rivals' lawyers de¬ 
livered their closing argu¬ 
ments. The one-week trial 
is being held to determine 
damages for 13 of the 26 
devices an earlier jury said 
Samsung infringed Apple’s 
patents in making. 

Apple Inc. is demand¬ 
ing $380 million. Samsung 
counters that it only owes 
$52 million for using fea¬ 
tures such as “pinch-to- 
zoom" in the 13 older-gen- 
eration products. 

The jury is expected to be¬ 
gin deliberating Tuesday 
afternoon. 

An earlier jury found Sam¬ 
sung had infringed Apple’s 
patents in making and 
selling 26 products and 
awarded Apple $1.05 bil¬ 
lion. But U.S. District Judge 
Lucy Koh ruled that the 
jury miscalculated dam¬ 
ages for 13 products. The 
current proceedings are 
somewhat of a warm¬ 
up for a much larger trial 
scheduled for March. 
That’s when Apple’s claims 
that Samsung’s newer and 
current products are also 
copying the iPhone and 
iPad will be considered by 
a jury. 

Apple's attempts to ban 
Samsung from selling some 
of the devices in question 
got a leg up on Monday. 
The U.S. Federal Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., ordered Koh 
to reconsider Apple’s de¬ 
mands that some of the 
products a jury found in¬ 
fringed Apple’s patents be 
barred for sale in the Unit¬ 
ed States. Koh in Decem¬ 
ber turned down Apple, 
ruling that the company 
didn't prove that con¬ 
sumers bought Samsung 
devices instead of Apple 
devices because of the 
infringementO 


MATTI HUUHTANEN 
Associated Press 
HELSINKI (AP) — Nokia 
shareholders have over¬ 
whelmingly approved the 
sale of the ailing cellphone 
division and a portfolio of 
patents and services to Mi¬ 


crosoft Corp. for 5.4 billion 
euros ($7.2 billion). 

The vote came at the end 
of a five-hour extraordinary 
meeting of shareholders 
on Tuesday called by the 
Finnish phone maker that 
has seen its global market 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Janet 
Yellen says a “strong major¬ 
ity” of Federal Reserve of¬ 
ficials think the Fed's low- 
interest-rate policies have 
supported a still-recovering 
U.S. economy. 

Responding to questions 
from members of the Sen¬ 
ate Banking Committee, 
Yellen said the U.S. econo¬ 
my would likely be weaker 
if the central bank had not 
acted aggressively. 

Yellen’s responses were re¬ 
leased Wednesday, one 
day before the commit¬ 
tee is expected to vote to 
back her nomination to 
succeed Ben Bernanke as 
Fed chairman. In letters to 


share shrink as it battles stiff 
competition from Apple 
and Google Inc. in the lu¬ 
crative smartphone trade. 
The approval, represent¬ 
ing 99.5 percent of shares 
owned by 3,900 voters at 
the meeting, had been 


widely expected as Nokia's 
stock price has more than 
doubled since the Septem¬ 
ber announcement of the 
deal. On Tuesday, how¬ 
ever, it closed down 3 per¬ 
cent at 5.82 euros on the 
Helsinki Stock Exchange. 


the committee, Yellen de¬ 
fended the Fed’s monthly 
bond purchases, which 
have been intended to 
keep long-term rates down 
to encourage borrowing 
and spending. Critics have 
charged that the bond pur¬ 
chases haven’t helped the 
economy and have raised 
the risks of high inflation or 
asset bubbles. 

“While monetary policy 
is not a panacea for all 
of the nation’s economic 
difficulties, our economic 
situation would almost cer¬ 
tainly be far worse had the 
Federal Reserve not acted 
aggressively," Yellen said in 
response to questions from 
Sen. David Vitter, a critic of 
the Fed’s bond buying who 


Shareholders braved cold, 
November rain in the Finn¬ 
ish capital to attend the 
much-anticipated meet¬ 
ing. Hannu Ryyppo, a re¬ 
tired shareholder said he 
was pleased by the result 
after watching the gradual 


decline of the company. 
“Now it feels good again. 
This is a really good result," 
Ryyppo said. “It’s a new 
beginning for Nokia.” 
Chairman Risto Siilasmaa 
said he was aware that 
the sale “would raise deep 


has said he’ll vote against 
her nomination. 

Yellen’s remarks suggested 
that the Fed is standing be¬ 
hind its $85 billion a month 
in bond purchases for now. 
She said it's monitoring 
potential risks. Sen. Eliza¬ 
beth Warren asked Yellen 
whether she thought the 
Fed should lower the 6.5 
percent unemployment 
level it’s set as a thresh¬ 
old that would have to be 
reached before it would 
consider raising short-term 
rates. Many economists 
think the Fed will soon lower 
that threshold unemploy¬ 
ment rate to 6 percent. 
Yellen noted that the Fed, 
in its latest economic fore¬ 
cast, viewed an unemploy- 


feelings” among Finns for 
whom Nokia was a symbol 
of the small Nordic coun¬ 
try’s success. But, he add¬ 
ed, it was the best deal for 
the company and the best 
offer for the loss-making 
devices unit. 

Following the sale, which 
is expected to complete 
in early 2014, Nokia will be 
known as Nokia Solutions 
and Networks and will be 
focusing its resources on 
providing technology used 
by mobile devices for the 
transfer of data, includ¬ 
ing phone calls, video and 
connecting to the Internet. 
The sale brings to an end 
Nokia’s serial attempts to 
revive its handset sales, 
which continued to plunge 
in the third quarter with a 
net loss of 91 million euros. 
Although that was an im¬ 
provement from the 969 
million euros loss a year ear¬ 
lier, revenue dropped more 
than 20 percent to 5.6 bil¬ 
lion euros in the quarter. 
Finns have watched in 
despair as the company, 
named after the south¬ 
ern town of Nokia where 
it was founded in 1865, 
faltered — from both top- 
end iPhones and Samsung 
handsets using Google’s 
popular Android software, 
and cheaper manufactur¬ 
ers in China and Asia. 
Nokia’s fall from grace has 
been blamed on its tardi¬ 
ness to gauge trends and 
to meet challenges. □ 


ment rate between 5.2 
percent and 5.8 percent as 
a level the economy can 
achieve in the long run. 
Yellen did not endorse low¬ 
ering the threshold rate to 
5 percent to 6 percent be¬ 
fore the Fed begins raising 
short-term rates. But she re¬ 
peated comments Bernan¬ 
ke has made that the Fed's 
policies will likely remain ac¬ 
commodative “long after” 
the unemployment thresh¬ 
old has been reached. Af¬ 
ter the Banking Committee 
likely backs Yellen’s nomi¬ 
nation Thursday, the timing 
of a vote in the full Senate 
is uncertain. Some senators 
have said they planned to 
hold up her nomination as 
leverage on other matters. 



Board members Elizabeth Nelson, left, Elizabeth Doherty, 2nd left, and Nokia Leadership Team 
members Stephen Elop and Michael Halbherr, right, have their picture taken with a Nokia Lumia 
smartphone at the Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) of Nokia Corporation, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 
2013 at the Helsinki Ice Hall, Helsinki, Finland. Nokia's shareholders vote on Tuesday on whether or 
not to allow the corporation to sell its handset business to Microsoft. 

(AP Photo/Lehtikuva, Antti Aimo-Koivisto) 


Yellen reiterates support for Fed's bond buying 
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MUCOMICS 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Church singers 

6 Con game 

10 Fissure; split 

14 Door hanger’s 
metal piece 

15 Jab 

16 Actor Sharif 

17 Sports building 

18 “Abbey 
Beatles album 

19 Labyrinth 

20 Leftover; 
remaining 

22 Proverbs 

24 Slight coloring 

25 Wiliness; guile 

26 Wild binges 

29 Adjust a clock 

30 “The Raven” 
poet 

31 Refuse to obey 

33 Cavett & Clark 

37 As soon as 

possible: abbr. 

39 Come from 
behind to win 

41 Scuttle 
contents 

42 Katmandu’s 
nation 

44 Nitrogen and 
hydrogen 

46 Bread variety 

47 Glove material 

49 Connected 

51 Collection of 
weapons 

54 Escape 

55 Cat owner’s 
purchase 

56 Personal code 
to enter a site 

60 Burial place 

61 Snatch 

63 Giggler’s sound 

64 In this place 

65 British noble 

66 From the East 

67 Inquires 

68 Toddler 

69 Each floor of a 
building 

DOWN 

1 Scorch 

2 Bring on board 

3 Dollar bills 


4 Set on fire 

5 More prepared 

6 “Jack _ could 
eat no fat...” 

7 “Groovy!” in 
today’s jargon 

8 Letters before 
an alias 

9 Military awards, 
often 

10 Amorous 

11 Spitting 
exact likeness 

12 Disturbs 

13 Lock of hair 

21 Car racer Al _ 

23 Recolored 

25 _ down the 
river; betrays 

26 Reach across 

27 Sit for a photo 

28 Gather crops 

29 Take it easy 

32 Quick breakfast 
for some 

34 Bottle stopper 

35 Actress Ballard 

36 Vehicle pulled 
by huskies 


All Rights Reserved 

38 Artists’ trays of 
colors 
40 Hollers 
43 Path 

45 Afternoon naps 
48 Dart thrower’s 
board 

50 Most modern 

51 Fraternity letter 


52 Irritates 

53 Long-legged 
bird 

54 Tale by Aesop 

56 Leave the car 

57 Cincinnati, _ 

58 Raise, as kids 

59 Declare untrue 
62 Sunbeam 
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Changing coaches has improved NFL fortunes 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 


CHASE STUART 
© 2013 New York Times 

NFL teams are rarely pa¬ 
tient. Owners and general 
managers are more apt 
to replace a struggling 
coach than to support him. 
This past offseason, eight 
teams switched coaches, 
not including New Orleans, 
which welcomed the re¬ 
turn of Sean Payton after 
his one-year suspension. 
A coaching hire typically 
takes years to evaluate, 
but through 12 weeks, all 
eight coaches are either 
exceeding expectations 
or providing hope for the 
future. 

Andy Reid may be the 
worst thing to happen to 
struggling coaches. In 2012 
under Romeo Crennel, 
the Kansas City Chiefs ap¬ 
peared to be a talented 
team but finished 2-14. Even 
the biggest Kansas City 
optimists could not have 
expected the addition of 
Reid and quarterback Alex 
Smith to turn the Chiefs into 
a Super Bowl contender 
overnight. But Reid has all 
but locked up the Coach 
of the Year award and en¬ 
gineered one of the great 
turnarounds in league his¬ 
tory. 

Chip Kelly, who replaced 


Reid in Philadelphia, has 
done a superb job, too. The 
2012 Eagles were a 4-12 
team that relied on fourth- 
quarter comebacks to win 
each of those games. Phil¬ 
adelphia had an inconsis¬ 
tent offense and a terrible 
defense, which caused 
ownership to make the 
splashy hiring of the off¬ 
season by bringing in Kelly 
from Oregon. The Eagles’ 
offense has come close to 
matching the hype that 
surrounded Kelly’s arrival. 
Philadelphia is in the top 
10 in yards and points per 
game, and the Eagles are 
the only team to rank in the 
top three in both yards per 
pass attempt and yards 
per carry. Nick Foies has 16 
touchdown passes and no 
interceptions and leads the 
league in yards per pass at¬ 
tempt, and LeSean McCoy 
leads the NFL in yards from 
scrimmage. 

Kelly is not as well known 
for his work on the other 
side of the ball, but the Ea¬ 
gles' pass defense has im¬ 
proved. In 2012, the Eagles 
ranked last by allowing a 
touchdown on 6.8 percent 
of all pass attempts; that 
number has been nearly 
cut in half, to 3.5, in 2013, 
the ninth-best mark in the 
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league. 

The Cardinals chose Bruce 
Arians, last year’s Coach of 
the Year with Indianapo¬ 
lis, to replace Ken Whisen- 
hunt, who was fired after 
Arizona, which started 4-0 
last season, finished 5-11. 
After beating Jacksonville 
on Sunday, the Cardinals 
have already eclipsed last 
season’s win total and are 
in the hunt for the playoffs. 
Arians has not quite been 
the quarterback whisperer 
some had hoped for, but 
his hiring of Todd Bowles as 
defensive coordinator has 
worked wonders. Accord¬ 
ing to Football Outsiders, 
the Cardinals have fielded 
the second-best defense in 
the NFL this season (before 
Monday night's game), 
behind Carolina. 

Rob Chudzinski inherited a 
rebuilding project in Cleve¬ 
land. Under Pat Shurmur, 
the Browns were 9-23 in 
two seasons. Cleveland 
did not draft a quarter¬ 
back in 2013, leaving the 
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offense stuck in neutral with 
the underachieving Bran¬ 
don Weeden. Chudzinski’s 
bosses made his job harder 
when they traded running 
back Trent Richardson af¬ 
ter the team started 0-2. 
Until he gets his quarter¬ 
back, it is not fair to blame 
Chudzinski for the offense. 
Doug Marrone, like Chudz¬ 
inski, took over a team that 
lacked the talent to com¬ 
pete with top teams. The 
Buffalo Bills drafted quar¬ 
terback E?J Manuel in the 
first round, and Buffalo is 
3-4 in games Manuel has 
started. □ 
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Puerto Rico’s glowing lagoon goes nearly dark 


DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — A glowing lagoon 
off Puerto Rico’s northeast 
coast has gone nearly dark 
and biologists on Tuesday 
were trying to find out why. 
Theories range from an in¬ 
crease in construction run¬ 
off to inclement weather 
to people clearing man¬ 
groves to allow larger boats 
into the area. 

“We have been compiling 
data,” Carmen Guerrero, 
secretary of the Depart¬ 
ment of Natural Resources, 
said in a phone interview 
as she headed toward Las 
Cabezas de San Juan Na¬ 
ture Reserve with a team of 
scientists to investigate the 
problem. “There are a lot 
of factors that could be at 
play.” 

The bioluminescent la¬ 
goon, often referred to as 
a bay, attracts tourists who 
set out in kayaks or boats 
by night from the neighbor¬ 
ing city of Fajardo to see 
waters that glow when mi¬ 
croscopic organisms are 
disturbed. A greenish light 
swirls off hands and arms 
as visitors trail them through 
the water. 

But the bioluminescence 
has dropped so much that 



This April 1,2005 file photo shows the Fajardo Grand Lagoon at the Nature Reserve of Las Cabezas 
de San Juan at dawn, about 35 miles east of San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Associated Press 


tour operators have had to 
cancel trips and reimburse 
visitors, Guerrero said. 
Fajardo Mayor Anibal Me¬ 
lendez told reporters that 
the lagoon has been dark 
for at least eight days. 
“We’ve never seen any¬ 
thing like that,” he said. 
Melendez blamed runoff 
from the construction of a 
nearby water and sewer 
plant, and he has asked 
that the plant be moved 
elsewhere. 

Officials involved with the 
plant deny it’s the cause. 
But as a preventive mea¬ 
sure, the government tem¬ 
porarily suspended con¬ 
struction of the plant for 
two weeks until scientists 


from various agencies in¬ 
cluding the U.S. Geological 
Survey can figure out what 
is causing the problem, 
Guerrero said. 

She stressed that officials 
do not know if possible con¬ 
struction runoff is to blame. 
Recent rains and a storm 
that is generating heavy 
waves is another possibility 
for affecting the lagoon’s 
bioluminescence, Guerrero 
said. “It’s important to give 
these experts room so they 
can do their job and help 
us understand what hap¬ 
pened in the lagoon and 
why it has temporarily lost 
some of its brightness,” she 
said. 

Alberto Lazaro, president of 


the state Water and Sewer 
Authority, said he will evalu¬ 
ate scientists' findings be¬ 
fore deciding how to pro¬ 
ceed in several weeks. 

He said the plant is needed 
because people are dis¬ 
charging sewage into the 
lagoon and nearby ocean. 
The project, which is to be 
completed by 2016, was 
approved by the territo¬ 
ry's Department of Natu¬ 
ral Resources and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, which is providing 
the funding. 

“The goal of the project is 
to conserve this valuable 
resource, and we have de¬ 
signed and developed this 
project taking all those re¬ 


quirements into account,” 
Lazaro said. 

Laura Velez, who heads 
the government's Environ¬ 
mental Quality Board that 
monitors such projects, said 
that the plant has had ad¬ 
equate erosion and sedi¬ 
ment control and that offi¬ 
cials had regularly inspect¬ 
ed it to ensure compliance 
with environmental stan¬ 
dards. The Conservation 
Trust of Puerto Rico, which 
manages the lagoon and 
surrounding areas, collects 
water samples three times 
a week to record data in¬ 
cluding temperature, salin¬ 
ity and precipitation. Guer¬ 
rero said scientists will ana¬ 
lyze that data to help solve 
the mystery of the darken¬ 
ing lagoon. 

Miguel Sastre, a biology 
professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Puerto Rico who has 
long studied Fajardo’s bio¬ 
luminescent lagoon, one 
of three in the territory, said 
it went nearly dark in 2003 
for unknown reasons, but 
rebounded a couple of 
months later. 

He said in a phone inter¬ 
view that his main con¬ 
cern this time is the con¬ 
struction of the water and 
sewer plant because it 
coincides with the drop in 
bioluminescence. □ 



This undated photo provided by GEOMAR shows a Norwegin 
coral reef with gorgonian and stony corals in Norway. 

Associated Press 
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Zooplankton decline 
reported in North Atlantic 


DAVID SHARP 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 

The microscopic creatures 
that make up a critical link 
in the ocean food chain 
declined dramatically the 
first half of this year in the 
North Atlantic as ocean 
temperatures remained 
among the warmest on re¬ 
cord, U.S. scientists say. 
Springtime plankton blooms 
off the coast of northern 
New England were well 
below average this year, 
leading to the lowest lev¬ 
els ever seen for the tiny 
organisms, said Kevin Fried- 
land, a marine scientist with 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra¬ 
tion. 

The absence of the nor¬ 


mal surge of plankton in 
the spring is a concern be¬ 
cause that’s when cod and 
haddock and many other 
species produce offspring, 
Friedland said. 

“The first six months of 2013 
can be characterized by 
new extremes in the physi¬ 
cal and biological environ¬ 
ment,” Friedland said. 

The findings come after 
temperatures off the North¬ 
east U.S. hit an all-time high 
in 2012. 

This year, sea surface tem¬ 
peratures during the first six 
months in the North and 
Middle Atlantic remained 
the third warmest on re¬ 
cord, Friedland said. 

The data remains in line 
with an overall warming of 
the ocean. The warming 


ocean worries many fisher¬ 
men in the North Atlantic. 
Warm water was blamed 
for lobsters shedding their 
shells far earlier than usual 
in 2012, leading to a glut 
that caused prices to plum¬ 
met and created turmoil in 
the industry in Maine and 
Canada. Fishermen across 
New England also have 
reported finding fish in 
their nets that are normally 
found far to the south. 

Bob Nudd, a lobsterman in 
New Hampshire, said he's 
seeing plenty of black sea 
bass, a species that he 
used to see only occasion¬ 
ally. He’s also seeing more 
shell disease in lobster, 
something many fishermen 
blame on the warmer tem¬ 
peratures. □ 
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Elvis Presley’s intellectual property rights sold 



In a Wednesday, Aug. 15, 2012 file photo, a memorial to Elvis 
Presley is displayed outside Graceland, Presley’s Memphis, 
Tenn. home to commemorate the 35th anniversary of Presley’s 
death. 


ADRIAN SAINZ 
Associated Press 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) 

— The money-making en¬ 
terprise called Elvis Presley 
has been sold. 

Authentic Brands Group 
said Tuesday it has bought 
Elvis Presley’s intellectual 
property from CORE Media 
Group and is partnering 
with the founder of another 
company to operate the 
Graceland tourist attrac¬ 
tion. 

The purchase gives Au¬ 
thentic Brands control of 
Elvis Presley Enterprises, 
which manages the licens¬ 
ing and merchandising 
rights to Presley’s image, 
name and likeness, in ad¬ 
dition to a massive collec¬ 
tion of music, photos, mov¬ 
ies, television appearances 
and performance specials 
featuring the King of Rock 
‘n’ Roll. 

As part of the deal. Nation¬ 
al Entertainment Collect¬ 
ibles Association founder 


Joel Weinshanker acquires 
Graceland’s operating 
rights, according to a 
statement announcing the 
sale. Weinshanker, Authen¬ 
tic Brands and the Presley 
family will partner in oper¬ 
ating Graceland, it added. 
A purchase price wasn’t 
disclosed, and an Au¬ 
thentic Brands spokesman 
didn't return a call seeking 
comment. The New York- 
based intellectual property 
corporation, also known 
as ABG, manages brands 
including Marilyn Monroe 
and Muhammad Ali. 

“This is an exciting day for 
Elvis and his fans,” Priscilla 
Presley, the singer’s former 
wife, said in a statement. 
“We look forward to work¬ 
ing with the ABG team to 
further promote the legacy 
of Elvis. This is the opportu¬ 
nity the family has been 
envisioning to expand the 
Graceland experience 
and enhance Elvis' image 
all over the world." 


Presley’s daughter, Lisa 
Marie Presley, said she 
will continue to own the 
Graceland home and the 
original items inside it. 

“The licensing and mer¬ 
chandising aspect of this 
business is not to be con¬ 
fused with the fact that the 
property will always remain 
with me and my family,” 
Lisa Marie Presley said. 

Elvis Presley died at age 
42 in Memphis on Aug. 16, 
1977. 

The Graceland home 
opened for tours on June 
7, 1982. Presley-related ex¬ 
hibits, restaurants and gift 
shops selling clothing and 
memorabilia are located 
across the street from the 
home. More than 500,000 
people visit Graceland 
each year, bringing in mil¬ 
lions in tourist revenue for its 
owner and the city. 

Elvis Presley Enterprises runs 
a worldwide merchandis¬ 
ing and licensing business 
that keeps Elvis' legend 


strong. In 2012, Elvis Pres¬ 
ley Enterprises CEO Jack 
Soden said the licensing 
business generated about 
$32 million a year in rev¬ 
enue. 

Plans to refurbish and mod¬ 
ernize the tourist attraction 


Associated Press 

had been put on hold, but 
they could be renewed 
now that the sale is com¬ 
plete. Priscilla and Lisa Ma¬ 
rie Presley both mentioned 
a possible expansion of 
Graceland in their state¬ 
ments TuesdayO 




Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 
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ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. With any purchase of 
$20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE 
for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays 
from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at 
well-known cigar stores. Aruhiba gift boxes are now available at Dufry Shop at the Airport. 

For their complete selection and attractive by 
the box prices visit their retail store. Tours 
are also available at their Tobacco farm 
where their cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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Monty Python set to 
reunite for a show 



This is a Thursday, Oct. 15,2009. file photo of from left, actors Mi¬ 
chael Palin, John Cleese, Terry Jones, Terry Gilliam and Eric Idle 
attend the IFC and BAFTA premiere of “Monty Python: Almost 
The Truth (The Lawyers Cut)”, in New York. 


LONDON (AP) — Big news 
in the comedy world: Mon¬ 
ty Python is set to reunite for 
a stage show.Python mem¬ 
ber Terry Jones told the 
BBC on Tuesday he’s ex¬ 
cited the group is reuniting. 
He said he hopes to make 
enough money to pay off 
his mortgage. 

The group had its first big 
success with the Monty 
Python's Flying Circus TV 
show, which ran from 1969 

Suzanne 

samples 

NEW YORK (AP) — Singer- 
songwriter Suzanne Vega 
has seen her work sampled 
by rap artists many times. 
Now she's showing the in¬ 
spiration runs both ways. 
The New Yorker samples 
50 Cent’s song, “Candy 
Shop" in a track featured 
on her upcoming album, 
due in February. 

Vega’s 1987 song “Tom’s 
Diner” has been sampled 
at least 36 times by other 
artists, including by Tu¬ 
pac, Snoop Dogg, Danger 
Mouse and the Black Eyed 
Peas. She’s usually happy 
to give permission when 
asked. 

While recording the song 
“Don’t Uncork What You 
Can’t Contain” for her new 
disc, Vega said she was re¬ 
minded of the rhythms in 
“Candy Shop,” which itself 


Associated Press 

until 1974, winning fans 
around fhe world wifh ifs bi¬ 
zarre sketches. 

The group branched out 
into movies including “Life 
of Brian” and backed the¬ 
atrical shows such as “Mon¬ 
ty Python’s Spamalot.” 

The five surviving members 
last performed together in 
1998. 

The sixth member, Graham 
Chapman, died of cancer 
in 1989.Q 


Vega 
50 Cent 



This Dec. 23, 2011 file photo 
shows U.S. singer Suzanne 
Vega performing at the con¬ 
cert in honor of Vaclav Havel 
in Lucerna Hall in Prague. 

Associated Press 

borrows from the Salsoul 
Orchestra. She asked her 
producer, Gerry Leonard, 
if they should contact 50 
Cent’s producer to work 
on the track; Leonard sug¬ 
gested just sampling it. 

“I said, ‘Oh, I hadn’t 
thought of that,'" Vega 
said. □ 



In this March 9,2011, file photo, people line up to enter the Foxwoods Theatre for a matinee show¬ 
ing of “Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark,” in New York. 

Associated Press 

‘Spider-Man’ producer sees 
better fit in Las Vegas 


MARK KENNEDY 

AP Drama Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — One 

of the lead producers of 
Broadway’s “Spider-Man: 
Turn Off the Dark” says 
moving the show to Las Ve¬ 
gas makes sense because 
Sin City has always been a 
better fit for the splashy mu¬ 
sical than the Great White 
Way. 

“We can have a more ex¬ 
citing and better show in 
Las Vegas. To me. Las Ve¬ 
gas is the town of show 
business,” Michael Cohl 
said Tuesday, a day after 
announcing the Broad¬ 
way version would close 
in January. “If you look at 
our show, it's much, much 
more a spectacle and a 
Vegas show than a Broad¬ 
way show. So I think we're 
going to have a great time 
there.” 

Cohl said he and producer 
Jeremiah J. Harris decided 
to pull the plug on the New 
York version after the show 
— among Broadway’s big¬ 
gest earners for years — 
sprung a leak this summer 
and never recovered. It last 
broke the $1 million mark in 
mid-August and has limped 
through a dismal fall. Pro¬ 
ducers had said it needed 
to make $1.2 million a week 
just to break even. 

“It’s no secret that Septem¬ 
ber and October were not 
a lot of fun. It was scream¬ 
ing at us: ‘The time has 
come.’ And so there it is. 


It’s come,” Cohl said. “We 
expect to have a good 
run through the rest of the 
year, and the last couple 
of weeks of December we 
expect to be fantastic be¬ 
cause they have been the 
last years.” 

Last week, the show took in 
just $742,595, less than half 
ifs $1,543,508 pofenfial de¬ 
spite a Foxwoods Theatre 
that was three-quarters full. 
The musical, with songs by 
U2’s Bono and The Edge, is 
now routinely discounting 
tickets. 

“Spider-Man: Turn Off the 
Dark” — Broadway’s most 
expensive show, with a 
price tag of $75 million — 
had a rocky sfart, wifh six 
delays in ifs opening night, 
injuries to several actors, a 
shake-up that led to the fir¬ 
ing of original director Julie 
Taymor and critical drub¬ 
bing. 

The show began previews 
in late 2010 but didn’t of¬ 
ficially open until mid-June 
2011, long after many crit¬ 
ics had already tired of the 
delays and written crushing 
reviews. 

Some 2 million people 
have seen it and it will have 
played 1,268 performances 
when it closes on Jan. 4. 

Of the difficult decision to 
abandon New York, Cohl 
was philosophical: “It’s not 
heart-wrenching. Heart- 
wrenching is when your 
kid is sick in the hospital.” 
The numbers were simply 


no longer there: It attract¬ 
ed 9,000 ticket buyers a 
week but needed 10,000 or 
11,000. 

He added that there were 
economic advantages 
to closing and having the 
Vegas show use some el¬ 
ements of the Broadway 
production. And looking 
ahead offered no respite: 
January and February 
are often cold and lonely 
months on the Great White 
Way. 

Word of a new home for the 
show has swirled tor months 
as its earnings dipped. 

A touring version initially 
had been discussed but a 
permanent home always 
seemed a better fit for a 
show that has loads of aer¬ 
ial acrobatics, high-tech 
sets and digital projections. 
One thing that has stood 
in the way of a move from 
Broadway was the legal 
uncertainty that clouded its 
future. Taymor, the original 
“Spider-Man” director and 
co-book writer, was fired in 
2011 . 

She slapped fhe produc¬ 
ers and others with a fed¬ 
eral copyright infringe¬ 
ment lawsuit, alleging they 
violated her creative rights 
and hadn’t compensated 
her for the work she put into 
the show. 

The producers filed a 
counterclaim asserting 
the copyright claims were 
baseless. A settlement was 
announced in April.□ 
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The Three Burials Of Obamacare 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
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The first time Obamacare 
seemed finished, doomed, door¬ 
nail-dead, the voters of Massa¬ 
chusetts played the would-be 
executioner. In January 2010, 
they sent a pickup-driving Re¬ 
publican to the Senate to fill Ted 
Kennedy’s seat, apparently de¬ 
priving the health care bill of its 
crucial 60th vote and sending 
Democrats scrambling for a Plan 
B. 

Except that Plan B turned out to 
be Plan A, thanks to the maneu- 
verings of Harry Reid and Nancy 
Pelosi and the surprising stiffness 
of Democratic spines - and a bill 
that seemed undone by voter 
backlash went staggering across 
the legislative finish line instead. 
The second time Obamacare 
seemed headed for an early 
grave, it was the conservative 
justices on the Supreme Court 
who were was going to see it 
off, by following through on their 
oral-argument inclinations and 
finding the individual mandate 
unconstitutional. 

Except that Chief Justice John 
Roberts Jr. took the more politi¬ 
cally cautious route instead - de¬ 
clining to overturn the mandate 
even though that’s where his 
analysis seemed to point, and 
finding a legal via media that 
kept the health care law limping 
toward implementation. 

Now we’ve reached Obam- 
acare’s third near-death expe¬ 
rience, and if the law actually 
goes down this time there will be 
a lot of fingerprints on the mur¬ 
der weapon: Kathleen Sebelius 
and her hapless crew of Internet 
engineers; the voters infuriated 
at being thrown from their exist¬ 
ing coverage into the not-really- 
working exchanges; panicking 
congressional Democrats and 
gleeful congressional Republi¬ 
cans; the media, long favorably 
disposed to the project but now 
scenting second-term blood; 
and of course the president him¬ 
self, whose “noble lie” that ev¬ 
eryone could keep their cover¬ 
age has made the backlash that 
much worse. 

But the deeper force at work, the 
reason that these near-death ex¬ 
periences keep happening, isn’t 
a website or a broken presiden¬ 
tial promise. It’s a problem inher¬ 
ent to contemporary liberalism, 
which is that liberals’ proudest 
achievement, the modern wel¬ 
fare state, tends to resist, corrupt 
and baffle their efforts at com¬ 
prehensive reform. 

This was the message of Jona¬ 
than Rauch’s book “Govern¬ 
ment’s End,” which was first 
published in the Clinton era, and 
which I’ve recommended before 
as essential to understanding lib¬ 
eralism’s struggles in the Obama 
years. Because our government 
spends and regulates so much, 


Rauch argued, because its influ¬ 
ence sprawls into so many walks 
of life, because so many clients 
and beneficiaries and interest 
groups depend on its programs 
and policies, the policy status 
quo is far harder to dislodge to¬ 
day than it was during the Pro¬ 
gressive Era or the New Deal or 
the Great Society. 

This status quo bias is structural 
rather than ideological; it frus¬ 
trates limited-government con¬ 
servatives as well as liberal tech¬ 
nocrats. But the frustration has 
been much more acute and 
ironic for Democrats, who find 
themselves handcuffed by the 
very achievements they aspire 
to emulate, and attacked by 
the beneficiaries of yesterday’s 
liberal programs when they at¬ 
tempt to propose programs for 
tomorrow. 

Up to a point, these are realities 
the Obama White House seemed 
to grasp, which is why they’ve 
gotten further with health care 
reform than Bill Clinton did in 
1993. From a political perspec¬ 
tive, both the complexity of 
Obamacare’s interlocking man¬ 
dates, subsidies and regulations 
and the disingenuous promises 
that accompanied its passage 
were arguably design features 
rather than bugs - intended to 
buy off, to appease, to burden- 
spread and cost-conceal and 
generally reassure everyone just 
long enough to get the system 
up and running. 

But the White House’s cleverness 
had inevitable limits, which is why 
the law keeps facing backlash in 
fresh places, and why the me¬ 
dia keep getting the chance to 
prepare Obamacare’ obituaries. 
And what’s going on right now, 
the convergence of the web¬ 
site’s technical problems with the 
backlash surrounding canceled 
plans, reveals the perils of trying 
to outsmart the political system’s 
status quo bias. Your strategy 
can end up so intricate and de¬ 
ceptive, and your policy so com¬ 
plex and jerry-built, that some¬ 
thing as basic as a malfunction¬ 
ing website can suffice to bring 
the whole policy crashing down. 
The welfare state’s ability to de¬ 
fend itself against reform, howev¬ 
er, carries a cautionary message 
for Obamacare’s critics as well. 
What isn’t killed outright grows 
stronger the longer it’s embed¬ 
ded in the federal apparatus, 
gaining constituents and interest- 
group support just by virtue of its 
existence even if it doesn’t work 
out the way it was designed. And 
as disastrous as its launch has 
been, if the health care law can 
survive this crisis in the same limp¬ 
ing, staggering way it survived 
Scott Brown and the Supremes, 
then it will be a big step closer 
to being part of the status quo, 
with all the privileges and politi¬ 
cal strength that entails. 

So yes - it’s possible that this brush 
with death will be fatal, possible 
that the law will fall with the light¬ 
est, most politically painless push. 
But it’s still likely that Obamacare 
will be undone only if its critics 
are willing to do something more 
painful, and take their own turn 
wrestling with a system that resists 
any kind of change.Q 
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When members of Congress de¬ 
bate whether to slash the food 
stamp program, they should ask 
if they really want more small 
children arriving at school having 
skipped breakfast. 

As it is, in the last few days of the 
month before food stamps are 
distributed, some children often 
eat less and have trouble focus¬ 
ing, says Kisha Hill, a teacher in 
a high-poverty prekindergarten 
school in North Tulsa, Okla. 

“Kids can’t focus on studying 
when their stomachs are grum¬ 
bling,” Hill told me. 

Some 47 million Americans re¬ 
ceive food stamps, including 
some who would otherwise go 
hungry - or hungrier. A recent 
government study found that 
about 5 percent of American 
households have “very low food 
security,” which means that food 
can run out before the end of 
the month. In almost a third of 
those households, an adult re¬ 
ported not eating for an entire 
day because there wasn’t mon¬ 
ey for food. 

Meanwhile, 14 percent of Ameri¬ 
can toddlers suffer iron defi¬ 
ciency. Malnutrition isn’t the only 
cause, but it’s an important one 
- and these children may suffer 
impaired brain development as 
a result. This kind of malnutrition 
in America is tough to measure, 
because some children are si¬ 
multaneously malnourished and 
overweight, but experts agree 
it’s a problem. We expect to find 


malnourished or anemic children 
in Africa and Asia, but it’s dispir¬ 
iting to see this in a country as 
wealthy as our own. 

Let me take that back. It’s not 
just dispiriting. It’s also infuriating. 
“The cutback in food stamps 
represents a clear threat to the 
nutritional status and health of 
America’s children,” says Dr. Ir¬ 
win Redlener, the president of 
the Children’s Health Fund and a 
professor of pediatrics at Colum¬ 
bia University. Redlener said that 
one result of cutbacks would be 
more kids with anemia and edu¬ 
cational difficulties. 

Food stamp recipients already 
took a cut in benefits this month, 
and they may face more. The 
Senate Democratic version of the 
farm bill would cut food stamps 
by $4 billion over 10 years, while 
the House Republican version 
would slash them by $40 billion. 
More than 90 percent of benefits 
go to families living below the 
poverty line, according to feder¬ 
al government data, and nearly 
two-thirds of the recipients are 
children, elderly or disabled. 

Let’s remember that the govern¬ 
ment already subsidizes lots of 
food. When wealthy executives 
dine at fancy French restau¬ 
rants, part of the bill is likely to 
be deducted from taxes, which 
amounts to a subsidy from tax¬ 
payers. How is it that food subsi¬ 
dies to anemic children are more 
controversial than food subsidies 
to executives enjoying coq au 
vin? 

Meanwhile, the same farm bill 
that is hotly debated because 
of food stamps includes agricul¬ 
tural subsidies that don’t go just 
to struggling farmers but also, in 
recent years, to 50 billionaires or 
companies they are involved in, 
according to the Environmental 
Working Group, a Washington re¬ 
search group. 

Among the undeserving people 
receiving farm subsidies has 
been a New York Times colum¬ 
nist. Yes, I have been paid $588 
a year not to grow crops on 
wooded land I own in Oregon 


(I then forward the money to a 
maternity hospital in Somaliland). 
When our country pays a New 
York journalist not to grow crops 
in an Oregon forest, there’s a 
problem with the farm bill - but 
it’s not food stamps. 

Granted, safety-net spending is 
more about treating symptoms 
of poverty than causes, and we 
may get more bang for the buck 
when we chip away at long-term 
poverty through early education, 
home visitation for infants, job 
training and helping teenagers 
avoid unwanted pregnancies. 
That said, food stamps do work in 
important ways. For starters, they 
effectively reduce the number of 
children living in extreme poverty 
by half, according to the Center 
on Budget and Policy Priorities in 
Washington. 

By improving nutrition of young 
children, food stamps also im¬ 
prove long-term outcomes. In 
recent years, mounting scholar¬ 
ship has found that malnutrition 
in utero or in small children has 
lasting consequences. 

One reason seems to be that 
when a fetus or small child is un¬ 
dernourished, it is programmed 
to anticipate food shortages for 
the remainder of its life. If food 
later becomes plentiful, the 
metabolic mismatch can lead 
to diabetes, obesity and heart 
disease. 

An excellent study last year from 
the National Bureau of Econom¬ 
ic Research followed up on the 
rollout of food stamps, county 
by county, between 1961 and 
1975. It found that those who 
began receiving food stamps by 
the age of 5 had better health 
as adults. Women who as small 
children had benefited from 
food stamps were more likely to 
go farther in school, earn more 
money and stay off welfare. 

So slashing food stamp benefits 
- overwhelmingly for children, 
the disabled and the elderly - 
wouldn’t be a sign of prudent fis¬ 
cal management by Congress. It 
would be a mark of shortsighted 
cruelty. □ 
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A Changed Dallas Grapples With Its Darkest Day 


MANNY FERNANDEZ ry later in a distinctly Ameri- 

©2013 New York Times can place that is part Dal- 
DALLAS - When President las Cowboys, part Texas ex- 
John F. Kennedy’s motor- cess and part urban melt- 
cade left the airport here ing pot, where the public 
shortly before noon on Nov. school students come from 
22, 1963, the man seated in homes where 70 languag- 
the lead car was the coun- es are spoken. Painful, em- 
ty sheriff, Bill Decker, 65, a barrassing memories of the 
storied Texas lawman who angry anti-Washington cul¬ 
led the hunt for Bonnie and ture that flourished here 50 
Clyde. Fifty years later, the years ago - and now seems 
badge belongs to Lupe a permanent part of fhe 
Valdez, 66, fhe daughter of national mood - have re- 
Mexican migrant farmwork- surfaced, confronting Dal- 
ers. She is the only sheriff in lasites daily, 
the United States who is an Blocks from Dealey Plaza, 



A picket fence covered with notes on top of the grassy knoll in Dealey Plaza in Dallas, Nov. 10, 2013. The city is preparing for the 
biggest event it has ever held to mark the day and hour of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, a ceremony that is ex¬ 
pected to draw more than 5,000 people Friday to the plaza. 

(Rex C. Curry/The New York Times) 


openly gay Hispanic wom¬ 
an. Voters re-elected Val¬ 
dez, a Democrat, to a third 
term last year. 

Dealey Plaza - where the 
darkest day in Dallas history 
unfolded 40 minufes after 
the motorcade began - 
looks eerily similar to what 
it was then, the sixth-floor 
corner window of fhe for¬ 
mer Texas School Book De¬ 
pository still cracked open 
slightly. But Dallas itself is 
almost as different as Bill 
Decker is from Lupe Valdez. 
And fhe tension between 
past and present has un¬ 
leashed a wave of citywide 
self-reflection a half-centu- 


the windows of resfaurants 
and fhe lobbies of hotels 
are plastered with posters 
reading “Love” - a nonprof¬ 
it group’s campaign, using 
artwork by schoolchildren 
and others, to counter the 
City of Hate label given 
Dallas after the assassina¬ 
tion. As the city prepares 
for the biggest event it has 
ever held to mark the as¬ 
sassination on Friday - led 
by Mayor Michael S. Rawl¬ 
ings, a committee of civic 
leaders raised about $3 mil¬ 
lion in private donations for 
the ceremony - the focus 
has been on the city’s leg¬ 
acy as much as Kennedy’s. 


“I’ve learned a lot about 
my city through this,” Raw¬ 
lings said. “The world is 
peering into Dallas and 
saying, ‘What’s that place 
all about right now, 50 
years later?' We've grown 
a lot, and we’ve changed 
a lot. The main story about 
Dallas is it took that punch 
and turned that tragedy 
into motivation to go to the 
next level.” 

In the early 1960s, a small 
but vocal subset of the Dal¬ 
las power structure turned 
the political climate toxic. 


inciting a right-wing hyste¬ 
ria that led to attacks on 
visiting public figures. In the 
years and months before 
Kennedy was assassinated, 
Lyndon B. Johnson, his wife, 
Lady Bird, and Adlai E. Ste¬ 
venson, the U.S. ambassa¬ 
dor to the United Nations, 
were jostled and spat upon 
in Dallas by angry mobs. In 
sermons, rallies, newspa¬ 
pers and radio broadcasts, 
the city’s richest oil baron, a 
Republican congressman, 
a Baptist pastor and others, 
including the local John 
Birch Society, filled Dallas 
with an angry McCarthy- 
esque paranoia. 


Time has given Dallas 
enough distance: The ma¬ 
jority of residents were ei¬ 
ther not born or were living 
elsewhere 50 years ago, 
and the white-hot figures 
have either died or moved 
away. But more important, 
Dallas has been comfort¬ 
able publicly grappling 
with its past in part because 
what it was then is so differ¬ 
ent from what it is now. 

In 1963, Dallas was the 
14th-largest city in the 
country, with a majority- 
white population of nearly 


700,000, a provincial place 
whose mostly white, mostly 
male establishment set the 
agenda. In 2013, Dallas is 
the nation’s ninth-largest 
city, with a majority-minori¬ 
ty population of 1.2 million. 
It is home to the first black 
district attorney in Texas 
and the largest urban arts 
district in the country. 

Most of the suburbs in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth region 
are solidly Republican and 
bastions of Tea Party con¬ 
servatives, but Dallas itself 
leans Democrafic. Though 
Presidenf Barack Obama 
lost Texas in the 2012 elec¬ 
tion by nearly 1.3 million 


votes, he handily won Dal¬ 
las County. 

“Dallas is like our country - 
we are a work in progress," 
said Ron Kirk, who served as 
the city’s first black mayor 
from 1995 fo 2002. “When 
you look back and reflect 
on some of the rhetoric that 
filled our city streets, you do 
realize that that can target 
us all, and the actions of a 
few have the ability to re¬ 
flect back on all of us.” 

Lee Harvey Oswald was a 
Marxist and not a product 
of right-wing Dallas. But 
because the anti-Kennedy 
tenor came not so much 
from radical outcasts but 
from parts of mainstream 
Dallas, some say the anger 
seemed to come with the 
city’s informal blessing. 

“It was, I think, a city that 
was tolerant of hate and 
hate language,” said John 
A. Hill, 71, who in 1963 was 
student-body president of 
Southern Methodist Univer¬ 
sity in Dallas. “There were 
people who spoke out 
against that, but in general 
city leaders were indifferent 
to that toxic atmosphere.” 
In the 1970s, there was a 
strong push to tear down 
the shuttered Texas School 
Book Depository. A handful 
of leaders, including Wes 
Wise, then the mayor, suc¬ 
ceeded in preserving the 
redbrick building, which 
the county bought in 1977. 
The top two floors were lat¬ 
er turned into a museum. 
Now, more than 320,000 
people each year stand 
next to Oswald's sniper's 
perch on the sixth floor and 
peer out the windows at 
Dealey Plaza below. 

“When you think about 
an effort to tear down the 
building in the ‘70s, you 
can really get a sense of 
how far Dallas has come in 
accepting and internaliz¬ 
ing this deep tragedy,” said 
Stephen Fagin, associate 
curator of the Sixth Floor 
Museum at Dealey Plaza, 
which opened in 1989. “This 
is the journey Dallas has 
taken, from assassination to 
commemoration, moving 
from memory fo history." 
Now its first five floors are 
occupied by county of¬ 
fices. One who often has 
county business there is 
Valdez.Q 












